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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, 


PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 
DR. CHRISTISON’S PROCESSES 
FOR 


DETECTING POISONS. 


MURIATIC AND OXALIC ACIDS. 


Is the subsequent observations we shall 
pursue the same order as that observed in 
the previous article. We shall commence 
with Dr. Christison’s remarks on the mutia- 
tie or hydro-chloric acid. 

“Concentrated hydrochloric acid is at 
once known by its peculiar vapour or fumes, 
and still more delicately by the white fumes 
formed when its vapour comes in contact 
with ammoniacal gas. This test is applied 
by simply bringing near one another the 
open mouths of two bottles which contain 
the two substances. The yellow colour 
which it usually possesses is not essential. 

** In its diluted state it is recognised with 
extreme delicacy by means of the nitrate of 
silver, which forms a dense white precipi- 
tate: a similar precipitate, however, is 
caused by the same test, with many other 
acids and their salts, The best method of 
determining the true nature of the precipi- 
tate for the purposes of medical jurispru- 
dence, is to collect it on a filter and then to 
dry it and heat it ina tube. It fuses under 
the point of redness, and unlike all the other 
white salts of silver, remains ata red heat 
undecomposed, and, on cooling, forms a 
translucent mass which cuts like horn. 

“The effects of mixture on the tests for 
hydrochloric acid have not been particularly 
examined. Cn the whole they will not pre- 
vent the’ tests being applied, but they will 
render the results doubtful, because very 
many organic substances, and particularly 
the mixture of food and secretion in the 
stomach, naturally contain the muriate of 
soda. Fortunately this is a matter of little 
consequence, for hydrochloric acid very 
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rarely comes under the cognizance of the 
medical jurist as a poison. ” 

These directions require but little com- 
ment. As far as the contents ofthe stomach 
are concerned, no chemical evid can 
ever be of value, since not only the muri- 
ates but the free acid itself has been de- 
tected by Prout, Tiedemann, Gmelin, and 
others, in the secretions ofthat organ, The 
morbid appearances alone therefore are to 
be taken into consideration. Neither is the 
evidence of free muriatic acid of any value, 
as regards vomited matters, in suspected 
cases, where recovery has taken place, and 
no morbid appearances can be observed, 
since in the acid eructations arising in dy- 
spepsia and pyrosis, the muriatic acid has 
been recognised. 

The case is, however, very different as far 
as regards a portionof liquid remaining in the 
unmixed condition, and here the appearances 
Dr. Chriatison describes are scarcely ex- 
plained with adequate preciseness, The 
test of the ammdniacal vapour is certainly 
not sufficient by itself, asany one may prove 
by exposing strong nitric, sulpburic, or 
acetic acids to the same reagent, when a 
similar white vapour, though in a lesser de- 
gree, will be immediately formed. A por- 
tion of the acid should therefore be diluted, 
and to one part be added nitrate of silver, 
to a second nitrate of baryta: if a precipitate 
occurs in the former and not in the latter, 
the evidence of muriatic acid cannot be dis- 
puted, for reasons sufficiently apparent. A 
case may also occur, in which the subject of 
examination is a vessel which has been in- 
verted, and to all appearance emptied of its 
contents, and from which only the minute 
quantity described in the first article on sul- 
phuric acid can be obtained by the aid of 
the capillary tube. From this the nitrate of 
silver will procure a precipitate, but cer- 
tainly not sufficient to demonstrate the for- 
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mation of the horn silver, in the manner Dr.| citric and tartaric acids, differ from the 
Christison describes. Most other authorities | °*#lic in being seldom regularly crystallised, 
direct the examination of this precipitate | roe arnt nae ete sulphate of mee. 
by its solubility ia ammonia, a circumstance nesia, for which it bes been so often and so 
which Dr. Christison does not notice at all, | fatally mistaken. 
possibly because the tartrate and phosphate | ‘‘ In determining thé medico-legal tests 
are similarly affected. There is one pro- eo oxalic acid, it ——- Bow weg to con- 
perty, however, which, coupled with the |*'@er ate Guo Gaiety ned 5 wulen, 
effect of ammonia, is quite sufficient to give =) ,~- ~Lshy rd eS — 
certain proof ; namely, the insolability of the | substance submitted to examination is in 
chloride in nitric acid. The minute precipi-|a solid state, the first step is to convert it 
tate we have alluded to, should therefore into solution. In the form of solution its na- 
be dissolved in a drop of caustic ammonia, tere muy be satisfactorily determined by the 
Gihine of pure nitric acid added, when | following process. The acidity of the fluid 
—_ oo . . ’ . | is first to be established by its effect on lit- 
the chloride of silver will be again preci-| ny. paper. This being done, the reagents 
pitated, an action which would not take| might be applied at once. But it is better 
place with any other ammoniacal solution of | to neutralize the acid previously with any 
that substance. | alkali, 4 then the —— greater deli- 
: . : cacy. e remainder @ process con- 
The enelyeie @enine will wovelly oBerd commas applies not only to oxalic acid 
8 sufficient quantity of chloride to form the jtseif, but also to the soluble oxalates, which 
horny mass, and in this instance the evidence | will presently be proved to be likewise active 
is more satisfactory, inasmuch as a compara- | poisons. The tests are the hydrochlorate 
tive analysis may be instituted on a sound | — = lime, sulphate of copper, and 
: : - | nitrate of silver. 
portion of the seme materials, and the dif- | "",, Hydrochlorate of lime causes a white 
ference in quantity be accurately observed. | precipitate, the oxalate of lime, which is 
The testing of the solubility of the preci-| dissolved on the addition of a drop or two 
pitate on a very minute scale, we shoeld | of nitric acid, and is not dissolved when 
recommend to be performed on a watch | Similarly treated with hydrochloric acid, 
erystal in preference toatube., The nitric unless “a ‘se — = f the large pro- 
atid employed, theald be previously exem- portion. The solubility of the oxalate of 
es . . lime in nitric acid, distinguishes the pre- 
ined by the addition of a little nitrate of | cipitate from the sulphate of lime, which 
silver, to rid it of the muriatic acid which it the present test might throw down from 
usually contains. | solutions of the sulphates. The ae a 
Dr. Christison next cursorily notices poi- | of the oxalate of lime in hydrochloric acid, 
soning by phosphorus and chlorine, but as 8 the other hand, distinguishes the preci- 
g by phosp ‘ areas |pitate from the tartrate, citrate, carbonate, 
he proposes no method for the detection of and phosphate of lime, which the test might 
these, we shall not enter on their considera- | throw down from any solution containing a 
tion, until we shall have commented on all salt of these acids. The last four precipi- 
the processes he describes ; we shall thea, in tates are re-dissolved by a drop or two of 


a supplementary article, advance original | agony aaa pack. 2 pred eA 4 


methods by which such poisons as he passes added. 
over may be detected. We also pass by, + Sulphate of copper causes a blueish. 
iodine and the hydriodate of potash, as it| white precipitate, which is not re-dissolved 


happens that these have been already fully |" the addition of a few drops of hydrochio- 
ric acid, The precipitate is the oxalate of 


noticed in this Journal by a correspondent. copper; it is re-dissolved by a large propor- 
We now proceed to the consideration of the | tion of hydrochloric acid. This test does 
oxalic acid, This subject Dr. Christison has not precipitate the sulphates, hydrochlo- 
himself investigated, und every line of the | rates, nitrates; tartrates, citrates; but with 


subsequent quotation is deserving of the | the carbonates and phosphates it forms pre- 
cipitates, resembling the oxalate of copper. 





most serious attention. . eo oe 

The oxalate, however, is distinguished from 

«« Oxalic acid is commonly in small erys-| the carbonate and phosphate of copper, by 

tals of the form of flattened six-sided prisms, | not being re-dissolved on the addition of a 
transparent, colourless, free of odour, very |few drops of hydrochloric acid. 

acid to the taste, aud permanent in the air.| ‘ Nitrate of silver causes a dense white 

Two other common vegetable acids, the | pecsipitate, the oxalate of silver, which, 
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MURIATIC AND OXALIC ACIDS. 
when eollected on a filter, dried, and heated, | under consideration ; but changes 


becomes brown on the edge, then fulminates 
faintly, and is dispersed, The object of the 
supplementary test of fulmination, is to dis- 
tinguish the oxalate of silver from the num- 
berless other white precipitates, which are 
thrown down by the nitrate of silver from 
solutions of other salts. The property of 
fulmination, which is very characteristic, 
requires, for security’s sake, a word or two 
of explanation in regard to the effect of heat 
on the citrate and tartrate of silver. The 
citrate when hested, becomes altogether 
brown, froths up, and then deflagrates, dis- 
charging white fumes, and leaving an abun- 
dant ash-grey, coarsely fibrous, crumbly re- 
sidue, which on the further application of 
heat, becomes pure white, being then pure 
silver. The citrate also becomes brown and 
froths up, but does not even deflagrate, 
white fumes are discharged, and there is left 
behind a botryoidal mass, which, like the 
residue from the citrate, becomes pure sil- 
ver when heated toredness. Another dis- 
tinction between the oxalate and tartrate is, 
that the former is permanent at the tempe- 
rature of ebullition, while the latter becomes 
brown. The preceding process or combina- 
tion of tests will be amply sufficient for 
proving the presence of oxalic acid, free or 
combined, in any fluid which does not con- 
tain animal or vegetable principles. 

** Of the modifications which are rendered 
necessary by the admixture of such princi- 
ples, none are of any consequence, except 
those acquired in the case of an analysis of 
the contents of the alimentary canal or mat- 
tersof vomiting. Here a word or two fnust 
be premised on the changes which the poi- 
son may undergo, in consequence of being 
mingled with other substances in the sto- 
mach or intestines. There may either be 
organic principles contained in the body, or 
substances introduced into the body as anti- 
dotes.” 

** As to animal principles, Dr. Coindet 
and I have proved, that oxalic acid bas 
not any chemical action with any of the 
common animal principles, except gela- 
tine, which it rapidly dissolves, and that 
this solution is a peculiar kind, not being 
accompanied with any decomposition either 
of the acid or the gelatine. Consequently ox- 
alic acid, so far as it-concerns the tissues of 
the stomach or its ordinary contents, is not 
altered in chemical form, and remains solu- 
ble in water. In such a solution, however, 
a variety of soluble principles are contained, 
which would cause abundant precipitates 
with two of the tests of the process—sul- 
phate of copper and nitrate of silver; so 
that the oxalates of these metals could not 
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of still 
greater consequence are effected in the poi- 
son, by exhibiting antidotes duringlife. It 
is now, I believe, generally known, since 
the researches of Dr. Thomson and those of 
Dr. Coindet and myself, that the proper an- 
tidotes for oxalic acid are maguesia and 
chalk. Each of these forms an insoluble 
oxalate, so that if either had been given in 
sufficient quantity, no oxalic acid will re- 
main in solution, and the proof of the pre- 
sence of the poison, must be sought for in 
the solid contents of the stomach, or solid 
matters of vomiting. The following process 
for detecting the poison will apply to all the 
alterations which it may thus have under- 
gone :”— 


‘« The first object is to procure a solution, 
If an antidote has not been given, the con- 
tents and tissues, or vomited matter, are to 
be boiled, distilled water being i 
required ; the acid is then to be neutralized 
with potass, aud the whole filtered. 1fmag- 
nesia or chalk has been given as an antidote, 
the insoluble matter is to be separated by 
filtration, and boiled for twenty minutes in a 
solution of carbonate of potass, in eighteen 
or twenty parts of water. A double jnter- 
change of elements takes place between a 
part of the carbonate of potass, and a part 
of the oxalate of lime or magnesia, and in 
consequence, some carbonate of lime or mag- 
nesia is thrown down, while some oxalate of 
potass will be found in solution, The fluid 
after filtration is to be acidulated with pure 
nitric acid, oxalic acid being now in solution, 
whatever may have been its original state ; 
the next step is to separate it from the ani- 
mal and vegetable matter dissolved along 
with it. I have tried various plans for this 
purpose, but have found none to answer 80 
well as precipitation with the muriate of 
lime, 80 as to procure an oxalate of lime, 
which, after being well washed, is to be de- 
composed by boiling it in a solution of car- 
bonate of potass, as before. An oxalate of 
potess will again be found in solution. The 
excess of alkali is finally to be neutralized 
with nitric acid. The fluid is now to be 
tested with the three reagents for the pure 
solution of oxalic acid,” 


In this series of experiments, Dr. Chris- 
tison is entirely original, amd little can be 
added, either in the way of comment or site- 
ration, to that part which relates to the pro- 


|perties of the acid in pure solution, We 


have omitted in the quotation his observa- 
tions on the distinguishing properties of the 
oxalic acid, and the sulphate of magnesia, 


possibly be exhibited in their characteristic | because he relies entirely on the tasting of 
forms. The process for a pure solution, the solution, and this precaution, though 
therefore, is inapplicable to the mixtures extremely unpleasant, should, certainly, be 
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196 MURIATIC AND OXALIC ACIDS. 
invariably observed in preference to any that we believe it to be, by itself, sufficient 


chemical experiment whatever. There is evidence of oxalic acid in any tolution 
one property, however, of which Dr. Chris-| which reddens litmus paper. We have tried 
tison makes no mention, and which emi-| every acid we could procure, and with none 
nently distinguishes oxalic acid in the mass observed at all similar indications, Its evi- 
from any other chrystalline substance with dence, however, is not available in organic 
which we are acquainted, namely, that/ mixtures, as it does not operate when gela- 
when thrown into water, its particles explode | tine is present. 
with « sharp crackling sound, and are dis- Farther, with respect to the pure solu- 
persed in every direction; this phenome- sign it will be observed by experimentalists, 
non is very remarkable, and is particularly | 1,4; the ozalates of lime and copper are dis- 
noticed when the water is poured over the tinguished from phosphates, etc., in Dr. 
eats ontd, ; . | Christison’s text, by the comparative quan- 
In the course of our experiments on big! tity of nitric or muriatic acid, in which they 


subject, we noticed a beautiful property of ‘are soluble ; a larger quantity producing the - 


pay | sap. ee dee which, in a small quantity, is consi- 
particle of that substance when found in the manip telhangint wep. rae? i we 
pure state, and whieh, when coupled with| not observe to what teasing objections this 
the evidence of the fulmination with silver, | nee p -_ Acaragmepengeee eaten 
is perfectly free from the slightest imputa- pm ype ie fa 

tion; we mean the property which oxalic 
acid possesses of being precipitated in sin- 
gularly beautiful stellated crystals by caustic has been administered, a difficulty of great 
ammonia ; if, therefore, as often occurs in |importance has been started by no less an 
practice, a minute crystal, say the 50th of| authority than Gay Lussac (Le Globe, 22 
a grain in weight, be found adhering to a| Juillet, 1829), who states, that when animal 


With respect to the detection of the acid 
in complex mixtures, and after an antidote 





paper, or accidentally scattered on the table 
where the admixture was made, by dissolv- 
ing this in a drop of distilled water on a watch 
orystal, testing it with a particle of litmus 
paper, and adding a drop of strong caustic am- 
monia, a beautiful radiated star isimmediately 
produced ; by increasing the quantity of wa- 
ter this is dissolved, and by holding it for 
& moment over a small spirit-lamp flame, the 
excess of ammonia is dispelled, and a dry 
oxalate remains bebind ; this being dissolved 
again, and tested with the nitrate of silver, 
a white precipitate is produced, which, 
when dried in a.water bath,* and held over 
the spirit-lamp again, fulminates in the 
characteristic manner, and is entirely dis- 
persed. * 

This method possesses, in point of mani- 
pulation, considerable advantages over that 
which Dr. Christison recommends; one of 
these is, that it combines the evidence of 
two decisive) properties of the acid, in ex- 
periments performed consecutively on the 
same particle and in the same vessel. With 
reference tothe ammonia test we may add, 





* We shall furnish an engraving of an extremely 


convenient bath, when we come to the detection of 
arsenic 


matter is heated with caustic potash, oxalic 
acid is generated, A question hence na- 
turally arises, whether the carbonate of 
potash may not have the same effect. If 
this be decided in the affirmative, the pro- 
cess above quoted becomes worse than 
useless. In a brief appendix to his book 
Dr. Christison notices the objection, but 
advances no explanations whatever. To 
supply this defect, we have instituted ex- 
periments on the several animal proximate 
principles, individually and collectively, 
and have never noticed the slightest traces 
of oxalic acid in the fluids thus submitted to 
the action of the carbonate of potash. This 
difficulty, therefore, as far as our experi- 
ments warrant, is not applicable, unless the 
supposed carbonate contains, as is frequent- 
ly the case, a portion of the alkali in the 
caustic state. 

All objections may, however, be obviated 
by attention to the manipulation of the mate- 
rials ; the mixture should be filtered, and the 
solid parts then diluted with water, triturated 
together, and agitated in a suitable vessel, 
when the heavy oxalate of lime will invari- 
ably subside, and may be mechanically se- 
parated from the other ingredients ; wash- 
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ing with water will now carry away every 
trace of animal matter. 

Another important circumstance here re- 
quires notice, which though not mentioned 
in the work before us, has we are informed 
been made the subject of observation by 
the distinguished author in his subsequent 
course of lectures. When solid carbonates 
are mixed in excess with oxalic acid, it rarely 
or never happens that the acid is perfectly 
neutralized ; consequently a portion remains 
in solution, although oxalate of lime may 
have been abundantly formed. We have 
found this to occur when carbonate of lime 
was stirred up with thick soup containing the 
acid, and allowed to remain in contact with 
it for twenty-four hours. Hence the reason 
for filtration as noticed in the preceding 
paragraph, and hence arises the necessity of 
two distinct processes being instituted in 
every case; viz.,one for the filtered acid 
fluid, a second for the oxalate of lime re- 
mainiug on the filter. Of the latter we have 
already disposed, the former requires parti- 
cular consideration. 

Dr. Christison has, we understand, di- 
rected his class to precipitate the acid fluid 
by the acetate of lead, to wash, filter, 


suspend the precipitate in a little distilled | 


water, and decompose it by sulpburetted 
hydrogen. Sulphuret of lead is thus formed 
and oxalic acid set free, which may be se pa- 
rated, he states, by filtration and subseque nt 
boiling. 

On repeating this process we find that it 
is liable to some objections. In the first 
place, in all organic fluids the muriate of 
soda exists to a great extent, and in the pre- 
sent case always accompanies the free oxalic 
acid in the fluids of the stomach ; the acetate 
of lead therefore throws down not merely an 
oxalate but a chloride of lead, and this, when 
decomposed by sulphuretted hydrogen, sets 
free not only oxalic but muriatic acid ; the 
application of the silver test thus becomes 
obscured by the formation of a chloride as 
well as an oxalate of silver. The evidence 
of the colour of the precipitate goes for no- 
thing, the fulmination is interfered with, 
there is no total dispersion, which should take 
place, and the phenomena are so different, as 
not to be entitled to the same confidence as 
under other circumstances. For these rea- 
sons we prefer to precipitate the acid fluid 
by the muriate of lime ; thus an oxalate of 
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lime is formed, while the mariate of sods 
remains in solution. This oxalate of lime 
must then be decomposed by carbonate of 
potash in the manner already described, 
Finally, in all neutralizations, we would 
strongly recommend the nitric acid to be 
avoided, and the acetic acid to be used in its 
stead, 

As in the case of sulphuric acid we have 
noticed a source of fallacy which may arise 
from the previous employment of sulphates, 
we have to observe another in the present 
which may exist if rhubarb have been ad- 
ministered before death. M. Henry has found 
in different specimens as much oxalate of 
lime as from 29 to 32 per cent, and we have 
ourselves obtained 1+ grn. from 10 grains 
of Turkey rhubarb. The importance of this 
fact in medico-legal analysis needs no ex- 
planation. The difficulty it occasions can 
only be obviated by proving that no rhubarb 
in substance has been taken, or ifany taken, 
what quantity was employed. 

We are not aware that any compound of 
oxalic acid has ever been detected in the 
natural or morbid contents of the intestinal 
canal; its frequent occurrence in the urine, 
in combination with lime, will frustrate the 
medico-legal application of any search for 
it in that fluid. 

No particular apparatus is necesstry in 
the previous analyses, In the next article 
we shall discuss the mode of detecting 
arsenical preparations, 





CLINICAL LECTURES 
DELIVERED AT 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
BY MR. LAW RENCE, 
October 29, 1830. 


ree 
CANCER OF THE 44P. 


Ma. Lawrence commenced by adverting 
to the case of cancerous lip, mentioned at a 
former lecture. The operation, been 
successful ; a cicatrix had fo , and the 
removal of the part had not beén attended 
with much deformity. The edges were now 
raised nearly to a level, and the only thing 
to notice was a slight indentation. The 
disease seemed to have been brought on by 
mechanical irritation, consequent on the 








habitual practice of smoking, to which the 
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man had been not only addicted, but de- 
voted. It was worthy of notice, that the 
induration of wate had Te at the 
very part of the lip against which the end 
of the pipe had so constantly rested; for 
the patient did not follow the more genteel 
method adopted by some of the audience 
prot and for their sekes it was to be 

oped that the practice of cigar-smoking 


was not so as that of the common 


pipe. 





SCIRRHOUS BREAST. 


Another case was that of a patient about 50 
aye of age, who had felt some uneasiness 
the chest for about a week. On feeling 
the breast, a small, perfectly hard lump was 
discovered on the axillary side of the nip- 
ple, which, she said, gave her not much 
pain. There was that peculiar hardness 
about this tumour which is so characteristic 
of scirrbus, and which has led to the vulgar 
appellation of “‘ stone cancer.” When it 
was said that the pain had existed only a 
week, it must not be supposed that the dis- 
ease itself was only of a week's duration ; 
for there are many instances in which, al- 
though the scirrhous state must have existed 
for many years, the patients had been free 
uneasiness. There was one case in 
particular, where the disease had been of 
sight years standing, but yet the pain had 
ly come on about a year and a half out of 
that period. This, lecturer observed, 
was scirrhus in the early stage, and al- 
though the tumour formed so small a part of 
the breast, yet it would be seen that the 
whole of the mammary gland had been cut 
away, which was always advisable in such 
instances ; for it was necessary to excise so 
much that the remainder would only be in 
the way, and, at the age of this patient, 
could be of little service. Another point to 
be observed in this operation was, not to 
preserve the whole of the skin, as there 
would then be a superfluous quantity, but 
to make an elliptical incision, so as to get 
rid of about half of the integument. [Here 
Mr. Lawrence cut into the tumour, which 
was lying on the table.} This, he said, 
is a very genuine specimen of scirrbus. 
The peculiarities are not so distinguishable 
by candle-light but you will find the structure 
compact and dense, and presenting to the 
knife the consistence of cartilage, rather 
than the soft and compressible nataral state 
of the part. This is not a tumour in the 
land, but a conversion of the substance of 
gland itself into a perfectly incompressi- 
ble, dense, structure.”’ 


BRONCHITIS. 


The lecturer next proceeded to detail two 
eases of severe bronchitis, The first was 








thet of a man in Darker’s Ward, who was 
the subject of scrotal hernia, and had beea 
admitted under the care of Dr. Hue for dis- 
ease of the chest. The second was that of 
a female, who was at the same time labour- 
ing under syphilitic disease. Mr. Law+ 
rence said, that he had already observed 
there were not two kinds of ‘pathology, one 
for the inside and another for the outside, 
but that the same principles which governed 
the treatment of external inflammation, are 
efficacious also in internal inflammation ; and 
these cases of bronchitis were good 

of the reasonableness of this statement. He 
had treated them both by the antiphlogistie 
method, blisters, leeches, and purgatives, 
the result of which was, that the man was 
discharged well, and the female had been 
brought to a quiet state and good respira» 
tion, whilst the syphilitic ulceration had alse 
disappeared. 





There is at present, said Mr. Lawrence, 
in Darker’s Ward, a very fine specimen (if 
I may so speak) of 

PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPELAS. 

The patient is John Reed, a bootmaker, 
about thirty yearsof age. He began to feel 
uneasiness and soreness in the arm on the 
19th of the present month, and was troubled 
with very great pain. On the 20th he rose 
early in the morning, with the intention of 

ing to his work, but he felt such 
headach, and was so oppressed with giddi- 
ness, that he fell down, and instead of going 
to work he went to the doctor. The red- 
ness, and soreness of the arm increased, ex- 
tending upwards towards the sboulder, and 
downwards te the wrist. He got much 
worse, and, on the @ist, the professional 
gentleman who had cupped him in the 
neck, sent him to the Fever Hospitel as a 
case of fever. Here he was bled in the op- 
posite arm, and on the 27th, baving been 
requested to see him, I found the upper ex- 
tremity in a terrible state from very exten- 
sive erysipelas, and a more serious case, I 
think, never came under my observation. 
When I visited him the whole limb was 
enormously swelled, and the palmar sur- 
face of the fore-arm, and the same sur- 
face of the upper arm, were suffused with a 
bright-red colour. 1 cannot say, however, 
that the whole extent was thus colour- 
ed, on account of the great number of 
bullz scattered over the surface, resembling 
the vesications produced by a blister. These 
bulla had been pricked, and the fluid bad 
escaped, but there were several which had 
since arisen, and the skin surrounding them 
was ofa vivid scarlet hue. In this state 
about three-fourths of the fore and upper 
arm were involved ; and when you consider 
that they were swollen to double the usual 
size, you may form some idea of the extent 
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veaieated gurface. There was great 
tall these parts, and that pe 
to the touch which may be de- 
brawny, and the state of the in- 
ts and cellular tissue so different 
which characterises simple ery- 
las. Now in the case of the patient 
with simple erysipelas, of whom I 
e last week, although the tumefaction 
very considerable, yet the feeling was 
soft, and there was a “‘ pitting’ upon pres- 
. In t case, however, there 
is a sensation of toughness, firmness, and, 
es I before said, it appears to the touch of 
the consistency of brawn. This clearly 
shows that there is an affection both of the 
skin, and of the cellular tissue beneath it. 
The vesications are most characteristic of 
the disease of the integuments, and the 
firmness points out its extension to the cel- 
lular tissue. When I saw the patient at 
the Fever Hospital there was a quietness 
and calmness in his manner, and a clearness 
about his eyes, which plainly indicated that 
he was not the subject of fever; and there 
was ouly that slight degree of feverishness 
which is usually excited by a severe local 
disturbance. 


i 
r 


idl 


One of the most prominent circumstances 
in this case, is the acceleration of the pulse. 
When I first saw him, the beats were about 
140 in 9 minute; at the present time they 
are slightly increased, being perbaps from 
140 to 150. The sensorium is scarcely dis- 
turbed; when questions are put to him, he 
gives a clear and ready answer. Neither does 
the alimentary canal appear to suffer any dis- 
turbance ; his bowels are regular, and there 
seems to be no marked disorder of the sys- 
tem. Indeed there is much less constitu- 
tional injury than we might have expected 
to find ; ~| it is this circumstance which 
leads me to augur favourably of the result, 
although very great destruction must occur 
of the integuments, and substance of the 
upper and fore-arm. ‘There is one thing 
which strikes me as a peculiar feature in 
this instance. I cannot trace any imme- 
diate cause of the present erysipelatous at- 
tack. sipelas, in most cases which 
have met with, bas followed some direct 
iuritation, bruises, or some external injury, 
or it has supervened upon ulcers, or some 
local disease already existing. Now the 
patient not being in a state to answer ques- 
tions without inconvenience, I am not quite 
clear upon the point, but this seems to me 
to be a case of spontaneous erysipelas. 

The only efficient treatment to be pur- 
sued, was that of making incisions through- 
out the whole length of the affected part, 
and thesy were freely made, in the first 
place, from the axillary extremity to the 
elbow. in cutting through the cellular 





tissue, there was hind of zesiatange $0} 
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the knife which is felt in dividing a firm, 
brawny substance, and that yellow colout 
which is a pretty sure indication of mortifi- 
cation. In general you find the cellular 
tissue of a red tint, quite different from the 
bright pale yellow which is observed in this 
instance. 1 made another incision from the 
elbow towards the wrist, and here too the 
tissue was in the same condition. I should 
mention that the knife was carried com- 
pletely through the stratum of tissue dowa 
upon the muscles, and the edges of the 
wounds, soon after the operation, gaped to 
the extent of half an inch. The bleeding 
was not so great as in the generality of in- 
stances; indeed the vitality of the part was 
so much destroyed, that the period for pro- 
fuse hemorrhage was You should 
be given to understand, that when a large 
portion of cellular membrane has been de- 
prived of its vitality, it is apt to slough, and 
the integuments covering that part frequent- 
ly follow the same course ; the cause of 

is is, that the nutrient vessels of the skin 
are destroyed by the sloughing of the cellu- 
lar substance. 

The arm, after having been covered with 
wet cloths, was enveloped in a poultice. £ 
ordered the patient some opening medicine, 
and afterwards a saline draught. 

When I saw this patient to-day, I found 
that he had passed a comfortable night, free 
from pain, although he hed not had m 
rest. His pulse continued in the state of 
frequency mentioned before, and a further 
extension of the inflammation appeared to 
have taken place, which rendered ne 
further incisions, lateral and longitudinal, 
and these were followed by more copious 
bleeding than before. There is a more com- 
plete sloughing of the skin consequent on 
the loss of vitality. 

If you can get a free discharge of matter, 
that will contribute in a great degree to the 
favourable progress of these cases ; and if a 
local stimulus of resin-ointment be applied, 
a good effect will be produced. That plan then 
has been pursued here ; and strips of plaster, 
with the yellow basilicon ointment, have 


I| been placed in the wounds. As his pulse to- 


day was nearly 150, feeble, countenance pal- 
lid, and as there was a state of general de- 
bility, I thought it advisable to prescribe 
cordials and sumuli, We always find a de- 
gree of correspondence between the local 
and general disturbance. Where severe lo- 
cal inflammation exists, we find an excited 
state of the constitution ; and when morti- 
fication has occurred, we find that condition 
of the general system described as debility. 
I desired that the patient should have a 
tablespconful of brandy to three of water. 
I also ordered him the sub.-carb. amm., ard * 
twenty drops of the tinct. opii, the object 
of which was to support the constitution, 
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and to afford him some sleep, the want of 
hich he complained of. I understand he 
was asleep this evening when | came to the 
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BLISTERS IN ERYSIPELAS. 
' The female patient, M. Robinson, the 


subject of simple erysipelas, whose case | 
mentioned last week, has i 


flammation, but it has extended down upon 
the foot, and up over the knee. In this case 
I have adopted a plan in great favour with 
the French, of applying a blister over the 
boundary between the inflamed and sound 
parts, with the view of stopping the further 
progress of the affection. This object, if 
attainable, would be much to be desired, 
the inflammation generally travels 
from the extremities to the trunk, and con- 
sequently may be attended in the end with 
considerable danger. If therefore we apply 
the blister extending about an inch and a half 
over the sound upon diseased parts, and 
thereby prevent the increase of the local and 
general disturbance, we shall accomplish a 
great benefit. 
The blister was put on the day before 
yesterday, but was not extended all round 
the limb. It appeared to me yesterday that 
the state of the leg was improved, and that 
“the blister had effeeted the object. To-day, 
however, the inflammation seems to have 
passed a little above it. The same state of 
general debility appears to exist in this pa- 
tient as in the last subject of our considera- 
tion, and I therefore ordered the subcar- 
bouate of ammonia and the camphor mix- 
ture, which I think preferable for young 
persons, as the subcarbonate of ammonia is 
a kiod of intermediate stimulus that may be 
employed with greater safety than wine or 
alcohol, Indeed, so safely may it be used, 
that some persons of good experience adopt 
it in a general manner, in small doses every 
two or three hours, in all stages of erysipe- 
las; and some even go so far as to make use 
-of it as an external application in the form 
of a lotion. 





TRIAL OF JOHN LONG, THE QUACK. 


OLD BAILEY.—Saturday, Oct. 30, 
[Before Mr. Justice Panx and Mr. Baron 
Garnow.] 

Tarts being the day fixed for the trial of 
this person, charged with occasioning the 
death of Miss Cashin, the Court was toler- 

_ ably fully attended. To the credit of the 


sound sease and excellent taste of the ladies | Prisoner was 





|so il that she 





ERYSIPELAS—THE QUACK LONG. 


of the , we may observe, that 
there were not more than five or six 


of even apparent respectability amongst the 


Precisely at nine o'clock the prison 
who had n out on bail, was put to the 
bar, The indictment charged him with ad- 
ministering to Catherine Cashin, spinster, 
a dangerous liquid, rubbing, washing, and 
sponging her back with the same, in conse- 
quence of which a wound, of the length of 
nine inches, of the width of seven inches, 
and of the depth of two inches, was inflicted 
on her back, of which she languished and 
died. He was also charged, on the Coro- 
ner’s Inquisition, with the like offence. 

The prisoner pleaded Not Guilty, in both 
cases. 

Mr. Acuey and Mr. C, Pariitres appear- 
ed for the prosecution ; and Mr. Gurney, 
Mr. Serjeant Anprews,and Mr, Apotrnvs, 
for the prisoner. 

Mr. C, Puritr®s stated, that the prisoner 
stood charged with manslaughter, to which 
he had pleaded “ Not Guilty.” 

Mr. Attey characterised this as one of 
the most important cases that had ever come 
within his long practice. The prisoner was 
charged with eg reare | a noxious wash 
to the back of the dece ; and the ques- 
tion for them would be, whether that had 
been done unlawfully. The ng woman 
was of a most respectable family in Ireland ; 
her younger sister, labouring under indis- 
position, was recommended to what 
change of air would do, and they accordingly 
came to London, where they resided, in the 
neighbourhood of the Hampstead-road.— 
Catherine Cashin occasionally attended her 
sick sister to the prisoner’s house, under 
whose care the latter was. The deceased at 
that time, as he should distinctly prove, 
was in perfect health, of fine form, and firm 
flesh and muscle. The prisoner, however, 
in a short time told a person that if she did 
not put herself under his care, she would, in 
the course of two months, be in a rapid 
consumption. For along time she hesitated, 
but at length, frightened by the declaration 
of the prisoner, she went to his house on 
the 3d of August, and was rubbed between 
the shoulders and on the back. On the 9th 
and 10th, the pain wis so intolerable, that 
she wanted the prisoner to be sent for. She 
was, however, persuaded to wait till the 
13th. On that day the woman of the house 
where she lived went to the prisoner, and 
told him that a dangerous ulcer was formed, 
and that the pain was great. His answer 
was, “Oh, it’s all right; it is part of my 
system ;” and he refused to do any-thing, 
as it would interrupt the course which he 
wished it totake. On the 14th, she became 
confined to her bed. The 
for, aud he looked at the 


er, 























wound, A large black spot was pointed out 
in the middle of the wound, and it was bint- 
ed that it looked like the commencement of 
mortification. He said, ‘* Ob, no, it’s all 
all right ;” and added, that he would give 
100 guineas to have other patients in the 
same state. After his departure, Mrs. Rod- 
dis, the woman where she lived, applied a 
poultice, in the hope of relieving the pain, 
but it did no good, Mr. Brodie was then 
sent for, but he (Mr. Alley) had not a suffi- 
ciently accurate statement of that gentle- 
man’s evidence to enter into a description 
of it. The next day the prisoner was sent 
for again : he found fault with Mr. Brodie's 
baving been sent for, and refused to give 
any medicine, but recommended a tumbler 
of port-wine. Mrs. Roddis remonstrated, 
but he persisted in his prescription; a glass 
of wine was administered, but it was imme- 
diately thrown off the stomach. The next 
day he was sent for again: he exposed the 
wound by throwing off the bed-clothes in 
no very gentle or decent manner ; and when 
spoken to about it, he said that it was ne- 


cessary to expose the wound to the air. He) 


then called for a rag, and was about to do 
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something to the back, when Miss Cashin | 
said, ‘‘ Mr. Long, you shall not again touch | 


me; my back you have much injured ; it is 

horrible; for you well know that when | 
became your patient I was well and com- 

fortable, and now you see my state.” The 

prisoner then departed, and the next day the 

thing died. Mrs. Roddis, in the morn- 

ing, heard the bell ringing violently, and 

running up stairs quickly, she found her in 

the agonies of death. Some difficulty was 

felt as to the case ; and it was finally thought 

right to hold a Coroner’s Inquest on the 

body. What took place at that inquiry it 

was neither his wish nor his duty to state ; 

suffice it to say, the verdict of that Jury had 
been manslaughter, and the prisoner was 

now, in consequence, put on his trial. In 

addition to these facts, he should be able to 

prove, that the prisoner had himself stated 

to the brother of the deceased, that it was 

on his recommendation that the wash had 

been used. Mr. Alley then alluded to the 

‘examination of the body by the medical 
men, and he stated that they would all tell 

the Jury that the cause of the poor girl's 
death indisputably was the wound on the 

back. This was, in brief, an outline of the 

circumstances of the case as far as the facts 

went. He was sure that the Jury were free 

from all prejudice ; but there was a notion 

prevalent abroad, that if a man, who was not 

a regular practitioner, administered to a 

patient, who subsequently died, he was 

guilty of a felony, This, however, was a 

mistaken notion, as was shown by Lord 

* Hale, in his comments on a contrary remark 


made by Lord Coke. He wished to put this 
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point broadly and fairly to the Jury, because 
it was not on that ground he wished to pro- 
cure a verdict. ‘The criminal law of England, 
however, was so jealous of the lives of the 
King’s subjects, that it enacted that if the 
act that caused the death of an individual 
was done heedlessly and incautiously, the 
agent was guilty of manslaughter. In his 
apprehension the conduct of the prisoner 
was much more than heedless incau- 
tioug; and he asked whether any man in his 
heart could say (if he proved the facts which 
he had stated) that this was not a case of 
manslaughter. It was well laid down by 
one of the best writers on the subject, that 
an act in itself lawful might become uulaw- 
ful by the want of due care and caution, 
This rule he begged leave to apply to medi- 
cal men; for whatever their skill or their 
science might be, they were bound to act 
with due caution. God forbid that he should 
sey that due allowance was not to be made 
for the judgment and conclusions of a medi- 
cal man; but when it went on to careless- 
ness and neglect, he held with great con- 
fidence that the practitioner would be an- 
swerable in the eye of the law. One of the 
facts most to be remembered in this case 
was, that the act bad been sought by the 
prisoner himself; the young woman was in 
good health, and it was on his representa- 
tions that she had submitted to the opera- 
tion; therefore it could not be said that he 
had been urged on by a desperate case to 
adopt a desperate remedy. The following 
witnesses were then called :-— 

Mary Ana Roddis, examined by Mr. C, 
Puit.ips.—I am the wife of Mr. George 
Roddis, of No. 32, Mornington Place, ag 2 
stead Road. In the month of June the 
Miss Casbins came to lodge in my house ; 
the elder was called Catherine Cashin ; her 
death is the subject of this inquiry. They 
came to lodge with me on the 26th June ; 
deceased then appeared to me to be in per- 
fect health; she so continued till within 
four or five days of the time, when I went 
with her to Mr, Long; we went there on 
Friday, 13th of August; Mr. Long at that 
time lived at 41, Harley Street; we saw 
Mr. Long; Miss Cashin introduced me to 
Mr. Long ; Mrs. Cashin had requested me 
to accompany her daughter, and express to 
Mr. Long her fears respecting the wound 
on her daughter's back ; I expressed this to 
Mr. Long; Mr. Long said Miss Cashin mast 
go and inhale, after which he would go and 
look at her back; I went with her during 
the time she inhaled, and after that Mr. 
Long bad her in another room; when 1 
went into the inhaling room, there appeared 
to me to be two cabinet pianos ; each lady 
took a pipe of about a yard and a half long, 
and put it to an orifice in the machine, op- 
posite to which she placed a chair, and ap- 
















































pipe to the orifice, she inhaled ; 
about or ten ladies in the 
I was 3 Miss Cashin was | on 
hour to three-querters inhaling ; 
Sd ee eee 
did not as we were to 

» Mr. Lon fA. phen wom 4 
soto Come to hs howe 
, for the purpose of inhaling ; Mr. 
alco added, that she would be well in 
days; the next , in consequence 
ing deceased to me, | wrote 
; he came to my house between 

five and six in the e of that day; he 
saw the deceased in my presence, and ex- 
quleed the cune of the eend on ber backs 
he said it was ina beautiful state, and that 


Hi 


FTE 
1h 


ie 


the wound and inflammation 
about six ‘inches by four; I told him that I 
had applied a poultice of bread and water, 
with a large portion of hog’s-lard in it, and 
that I hed coven her saline draughts; he 
said that I bad done very wisely ; I asked 
Mr, what was to be done to allay the ir- 
ritation of the stomach ; he said he had heard 
of no irritation of the stomach ; [told bim that 
in my note I had ex the words ** un- 
ceasing sickness;” he said I had not; but 
on referring to the note, which be had with 
him, he found that I had stated it; be said 
that the sickness was of no consequence, 
but on the contrary a benefit. I begged that 
he would order something to quiet the sto- 
mach and bowels; he said it was all the 
consequence of inhaling, and that those 
symptoms, combined with the wound, were 
roofs that bis system was taking due effect ; 

P beg ged him to give her a composing 
want to which he replied, “ that a tum- 
bler of mulled port-wine was a better com- 

ng draught than all the doctors in the 


Peri could give, for he hated the very} toge 


name of physic.” On the stairs Mr. Long 
requested that 1 would expose the wound to 
the air; when he told me to give the mulled 
wig 1 objected, but he insisted on its 
given ; ? gave hera wine-glass full, 
whi was immediate! rejected by the 
stomach. When he told me to expose the 
wound to the air, he added, that [ was to lay 
on a piece of linen, and keep a continual 
application of cream ; I said that to TS 
a wound like that to the air would pr 
madness almost, He then said, that on 
reconsidering, be thought there could not 
be a better application than the poultice I 
had already and he that | 
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would continue it, and he should rely on 
ap Stgenae Os esas SEneae 
following morning ; he stated, thet 
as I had constantly applied the poultices, I 
should be better able to form a correct opie 
nion than he should ; he then took his leave, 
I the poultice as he desired; Misa 
in, however, got worse. Mr, Long 
came on the following ger A ae 
the 15th), between eleven and twel 
went into Mise Cashin's bed-room, avd I 
was there also; Mrs. Cashin was also there ; 
on going into the room he very hastily took 
off bis coat, and threw it on the bed; he 
requested some soft dry linen to be procured ; 
he had asked me how Miss Cashin was, 
and I said she was worse ; tin ateeeap ens 
courteously stripped off ber night-dress ; 


of|he did not do it gently—he did it very 


rudely—-as I never saw a medical man do 
aor life ; I begged be would step aside 
I removed the poultice ; Miss Cashin 
said, ** Indeed, Mr. Long, you shall not 
touch my back again—you very well know 
that when I became your patient 1 was 
in perfect health, but now you are killing 
me,” Mr. Long replied, “‘ Whatever incon- 
venience you are now suffering, it will be of 
short duration, for in two or three days you 
will be better in health than you ever were 
in your life,” and again spoke most con- 
fideutly that the result of his system would 
be to prolong her life; he thea put on his 
coat ; he said, alluding to her stomech and 
bowels, that those were the symptoms he 
wished to produce, and that they were the 
proofs that there were the seeds of consump- 
tion in her; I pointed out to him again the 
same spot in the wound that I had pointed 
out to him on the Saturdey; the spot was 
then darker, and the wound had materially 
extended in that interval; he said that pro- 
bably a number of boils would come out, 
which would be the consequence of inhaling, 
and which he wished to produce ; he = 
that she was going on uncommonly well 
the linen had been brought, as he desired: 
but he made no use of it; during this time 
Miss Cashin’s back was lying exposed, al- 
ther from ten to fifteen minutes; Mrs, 
Cashin again pressed the sickness on hid 
attention ; he said that he bad’ a remedy 
with him which would stay the sickness, 
but that he would not then apply it, for it 
would be of ultimate benefit to her, and be 
liked the sickness; Mrs, Cashin said— 
“Good God! Mr. Long, why don’t you 
now apply it?” He said he hed visited a 
lady who had had sickness for six weeks, 
and she was better for it ; he added that our 
fears were perfectly groundless, for no one 
could be doing better than Miss Cashin was ; 
he then ordered some rhubarb and magnesia 
for her bowels; before he went away, he 
said that if the sickness was not over before 








eleven or twelve thet night, he would call 
and give ber something to stop it; this in- 
terview was on the Sunday morning, and she 
died about ten on the Tuesday morning ; he 
called again that night about eleven or 
twelve ; she was still labouring under the 
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By the Court. The deceased 


was 
elder Miss Cashin ; the other Miss 
was a patient of Mr. Long before the 
ceased came under bis hands; the y 
Miss Cashin was under his care from 
time they first came to lodge at my house; 


rirf 


the de d had bec a patient of Mr, 





sickness, and he gave her some 
that he brought with him, but it was thrown 
off the stomach before Mr. Long left the 
room, In the morning of the Sunday she 
appeared to me to p t a very restl 

and distressed appearance—tumblirg and 
tossing about the bed; in the evening and 
through the dey she had been getting gra- 
dually worse ; I told Mr. Long that I thought 
the nervous system was so much affected 
that something ought to be done, and that 
er some medicine might be given 
with effect ; he said my fears were pertectly 
groundless—that it was my ignorance of his 
system, and that she would be perfectly well 














Long for four or five days before 1 went with 
her to Harley Street. 

Mr. Patrick Sweetman examined by Mr, 
Atuey. I live in Dublin, and married the 
sister of the deceased ; in consequence of a 
letter | received I came over to this country 5 
the deceased left Ireland about seven weeks 
before I came over ; she was then in very 
good health ; I arrived in England on the 
Saturday previous to her death; I went 
immediately to see her; Mr. Long came to 
see her soon after I got there; I asked him 
what he thought of Miss Cashin ; he replied 
that she was doing remarkably well—as well 





in two or three days; I was with her that/as he could wish; I remembered that her 
night till past two o'clock ; we were con-| stomach was sick ; I was in the hall when 
stantly removing her pillows ; her distress) Mr, Long came in; I heard Mrs, Roddis 
was extreme; Mr. Long called twice in the | ask if something should not be done to alley 
course of the Monday; the first time was the heat of Miss Cashin’s back ; he said it 
between eight and nine in the morning ; I should be exposed to the air; Mrs. Roddis 
did not then see him with Miss Cashin, but | said she thought something ought to be put 
I waited in the drawing-room to ask bow (to it ; Mr. Long said, Then if there must be 
she was ; he then said that she wes doing | something put, put a littie cold cream, and 
uacommonly well; Miss Ceshin continued | sop it up with liven from time to time ; Mrs, 





during the morning getting gradually worse ; 
in e of her condition, Mr. Brodie | 
was sent for; he saw her about six ia the 
evening, and under his directions some | 
things were administered to her; he ordered 
a poultice and a saline draught, and the de- 
ceased was for atime a litle better; Mr.| 
Long called about seven o'clock, after Mr. | 
Brodie had seen the patient; Miss Cashin | 
a very bad might; I saw ber at) 
alt-past seven on the Tuesday morning, 
and gave her « saline draught by Mr. 
Brodie's prescription ; in about halfan bour 
afterwards I gave ber a cup of coffee and | 
some dry toast; Mr. Long had not inter- 
dieved Miss Cashio from any particular kiud 
of food ; he said, in the course of his attend- 
ance, that his patients might eat or drink 
whatever they liked, without restriction ; 
after giving her the coffee and dry toast 1 
quitted her; she was then extremely pale, 
and looking very ill; some time alter the | 
bell rang violently, and there was a great. 
thumping on the floor; I was then at my 
breakfast ; 1 immediately went up to Miss 
Cashin’s bed-room ; I found her dying; 1 
tried to get a teaspoon-full of braudy into 
her mouth, but her jaws were quite set, and 
oases dead ; she died about ten o'clock 
in the morning of Tuesday ; 1 believe Mrs. 
Cashin is oe Ireland. 
Mr. Gurney said that be had no ques- 
tion to put in cross-examination to thi 
wimess, 








Roddis said she could not bear it; he then 
said, What would you put ? She said she had 
applied a poultice in the morning, which 
had given relief. 

Mr. Justice Parx. Mr. Alley, is it 
worth while to have this repeated? No 
earthly witness could have given all this 
better than the last witness, and she bas not 
even been cross-examined ; therefore she 
cannot need confirmation. 


Mr. Atiey. I am obliged to your Lord- 
sh 


ip. 

Reontnation continued. I breakfasted 
with Mr. Long on the Sunday morning. I 
told him that 1 had come to inquire concern- 
ing the health of Miss Cashin ; he said that 
her friends need be under no apprehension, 
for her back was in the state that he wished 
it to be, and there were many of his patients 
who would be glad to have such a discharge 
—her stomach, he said, would get well of 
itself. He told me thet a young lady, a 
patient of bis, had asked him what he 
thought of Miss Cashin, and that he told the 
young lady, that unless she (Miss Cashin) 
put herself under bis care, she would die of 
consumption in two or three months; the 
young lady told Mrs. Cashin the conversa- 
tion she had had with Mr. Long; the con- 
sequence was, that Mrs. Cashin put Miss 
Cashin under his of treatment, 

ing to prevent her falling into a consump- 





this|tion; he told me that he rubbed a mixture 


on different parts of the body, sometimes on 
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the back, sometimes on the chest, the bead, | Monday; wine would have been proper in 
or the eyes ; he produced a book, and asked | this case, if the stomach could have borne 
me to sign it—it was requiring the sub- | it, administered in moderate quantities; I 


seribers not to divulge what the mixture | was not 


tat any of the post-mortem 


was, or what was its colour; I said I had/ examinations; but I can say, that what I 
no objection; I could not divulge it, for I ‘saw on the back was quite sufficient to ac- 
neither saw it nor knew any thing about it; | count for death. 


a gentleman in the room remarked that it 


was all nonsense ; Mrs. Cashin is in [re-| Mr. Atcey. 


Dr. Alexander Thomson, examined by 
I am a bachelor of medicine ; 


land ; Miss C. Cashin was 24; Miss Ellen| I have heard Mr. Brodie’s evidence, and I 


Cashin was about 16 or 17. 

Mr. Benjamin Brodie, examined by Mr. 
C. Pacis. Iam a surgeon; | went on 
Monday, the 16th of August, to the house 
of Mrs. Roddis, to see Miss Cashin; she 
was at that time confined to her bed; I was 
there between five and six in theafternoon ; 
I examined the person of the young lady ; I 
found it extensively inflamed ; the whole of 
the inflamed surface was about the size of a 
plate ; in the centre there was a spot nearly 
as large as the palm of my hand, which was 
black, dead—in a state which we call slough- 
ing, or mortification ; she was also suffering 
excessively from incessant sickness ; I was 
informed that nothing whatever would re- 
main on her stomach; I prescribed some 
medicine for ber to take, merely with a view 
to allay the sickness; nothing further could 
be done at that time, and a poultice was to 
be applied to the back ; I thought her very 
ill indeed, though I did not think that she 
was in that immediate danger which it ap- 
peared she was; it appeared to me as if 
some powerful stimulating liniment had 
been applied to her back. I called at the 
house on the following afternoon, and found 
that she had died in the morning; I should 
think it was quite absurd to administer a 
tumbler of mulled port-wine, it could not 
be expected to stay on her stomach; I 
should not think it right to apply a stimu- 
lating liniment to the back of a person in 
perfect health to produce such a sore, nor 
do I think that any of the stimulating lini- 
ments in ordinary use would produce the 
same effects—the same extensive mischief — 
I mean by that to include both the consti- 
tutional effects and the local effects; in my 
opinion, the sickness and vomiting were as 
much the effect of what had been done as 
the mortification. 

By Mr. Baron Garrow. I think the 
application of such a liniment to a person of 

"s age, sex, and condition, was 
likely to produce disease and danger ; and 
it has fallen to my lot to see a case similar 
since this occurrence. 

By the Court. ‘There is great difference 
in constitutions, and I do not mean to say 
that it would produce equal danger in all 
cases; it is the practice of some medical 
men to apply stimulants to the chests of 
— labouring under consumption; | 
w nothing of the young lady before the 





perfectly agree with his opinion. 

Mr. Thomas King, examined by Mr. C. 
Puittrps. I attended the examination of 
the body of the deceased, at the chapel in 
Moorfields, on the 24th August; I observed 
the state of the back; there was a piece of 
dead, or disorganised skin—such as we call 
an eschar, and which Mr, Brodie has called 
a slough—between the shoulders, about the 
size of my hat; the parts immediately be- 
neath the skin were gorged in @ watery 
fluid, called serum; I examined, in com- 
pany with Dr. Hogg, Mr. James Johnson, 
Dr. Maclean, and others, the body, to see if 
there was any latent disease ; we discovered 
none ; the vital parts of the body appeared 
to me to be ina tolerably healthy state, such 
as the body of a previously healthy person 
would have after lying @ short time in the 
earth. 

Dr. James Johnson, examined by Mr. 
Attry. There was no other appearance of 
disease except the wound on the back. 

Dr. John Hogg examined by Mr. Putt- 
tips. The wound on the back appeared as 
if produced by gunpowder. The sheath of 
the spinal marrow was discoloured opposite 
the external wound, from which he con- 
cluded that there had been great constitu- 
tional disturbance. ‘The violence done toa 
delicate and nervous young lady was enough 
to cause death, 

Dr. Goodeve examined by Mr. Attey, 
He would not have inflicted such a wound. 

Alice Dyke examined by Mr. C. Purt- 
tps. The prisoner is my master; I am 
now in his service, and have been for six 
months. I was in his service on the Sd of 
August; I remember Miss Cashin ; on the 
3d of August I rubbed some liquid on the 
back of Miss Cashin, by Mr. Long’s orders 
that was the first day on which I rubbed 
her back ; I never rubbed her except that 
time ; | do not know of what that liquid was 
composed. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Gurney. Mr. 
Long bad a great many patients, many of 
them persons of rank and station; | was 
employed to rub the ladies; I used to take 
the lady that was to be rubbed behind a 
screen, separate from the rest, who were in 
the same room ; the rubbing was done for 
the purpose of producing a discharge ; she 
was rubbed but once, but came day by day 
afterwards to be dressed ; | washed round 
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the sore on those occasions with a lotion; | if, upon the facts of the case, it did turn out 
I rubbed ber with the same liquid, and | that the verdict of the jury was unfavour- 
washed her with the same lotion as others. able to the prisoner, the question of law 

Cross-examivation continued. The rub- | ought to be submitted to the solemn adjudi- 
bing did not produce a greater discharge cation of the congregated wisdom of all the 
from Miss. Cashin’s back than from the back judges. At that stage of the trial he would 
of other patients; I dressed it every day, | himself recommend that the opinion of the 
and it did not put on a more angry appear- | jury be taken upon the question of fact, and 
ance than in other cases; the Marchioness | leave to the judges at large to decide the 
of Ormond and Lady Harriet Butler were | question of law. Adverting to the case of 
there the same days as Miss Cashin, and| Mr. Van Butchell, he observed that Mr, 
the same lotion was used to Lady Harriet as | Baron Hullock was perfectly right in stop- 
to Miss Cashin ; Mrs. Ottley was also there ping the case, There excellent grounds 
at the same time ; the lotion was used with | existed for bis doing so, which did by no 
her; Miss Roxburgh was another; the | means apply to that then before the jury; 
wound was dressed with a cabbage leaf,| and it was further to be remembered, that 














after it had been washed round with tie 
lotion, 


in Mr. Van Butchell’s case no third person 
was present during the application of the 


Ke-examined. There was only one lotion | remedies or the performance of the opera- 


used altogether; the lotion which I used 
for the washing was the same as that used 
to produce the discharge; Miss Cashin’s 
mother and sister were the only other per- 
sons in the room when | rubbed Miss Cashin ; 
when all the liquid in the bottle was used it 
was filled again by Mr, Long; the sore in 
Miss Cashin’s back, on the 14th of August, 
was not bigger than the palm of my hand, 
and not a bit worse than that on other ladies ; 
the colour of the sore was rather red. 

The case for the prosecution here ended, 

Mr. Guaney submitted that there 
case to go to the Jury; there was no gy¥i- 
dence to show that the deceased had been 
in any respect differently treated from the 
other patients in attendance upon Mr, Long. 
He had applied to her the same remedy 
which he had applied in other cases, and 
which had been so applied with the most 
complete success. 

Mr, Serjeant Anprews followed Mr. Gur- 
ney on the same side, pressing upon the 
attention of the Court the view that Lord 
Hale and Mr. Justice Blackstone took of 
cases of medical practice, observing, that 
however liable formerly to actions, if not 
regularly licensed, medical practitioners 
could not.be found guilty of manslaughter. 
The question which he conceived presented 
itself to the Court, was, whether or not Mr. 
Long had assiduously used those remedies 
which his means and education enabled him, 
If he acted bond fide, however mistaken, he 
could not be held as having committed a 
criminal act. 

Mr. Avotruvs followed on the same side. 

Mr. Justice Panx said that he had con- 
sulted with his learned brother, and found 
that their views of the case did not coincide 
upon the whole matter, therefore he should 
not feel himself justified in stopping the 
case, 

Mr. Baron Garrow observed, that he 
felt bound to state his impression respecting 
the present case. It was his opinion that 


| tion, 








When he considered the several au- 
thorities affecting the present question, be 
must say. that there was not the slightest 
distinction between the conduct of the most 
eminent physician or surgeon, or the poor- 
est, humblest, and least educated man in 
the community. No matter whether pre- 
judice, ignorance, or poverty, brought his 
patients to Mr. Long, he must stand in a 
court of criminal judicature exactly in the 
same situation as would the president of the 
College of Physicians, or the president of 
the College of Surgeons ; the humblest and 
the highest ought to occupy precisely the 
same situation ; the only question was, whe- 
ther the prisoner at the bur had used suffi- 
cient care and diligence in the application of 
aremedy which he apparently believed to 
be efficacious. Were he drunk, or did he 
do that which on the face of it could not fail 
to be mischievous, the law would hold him 
to have acted criminally, But his (Baron 
Garrow’s) reading of the law was, that the 
humblest bone-setter in the remotest village 
stood in the same situation, in regard to a 
criminal prosecution, as if he were the pre- 
sident of the most distinguished college in 
the United Kingdom. It was in the high- 
est degree important that the law should be 
settled if any doubt existed on the subject, 
and so it would be if, upon a consideration 
of the facts, the jury thought the conduct of 
Mr. Long culpable. 

Mr, Justice Park then asked the prisoner 
if he had any-thing to address to the jury. 
A written defence was put in, which the 
officer of the court read to the jury. It set 
forth that the mother of the deceased 
brought her to him—that a younger sister 
of Miss Cashin had been labouring under 
pulmonary consumption—that he adminis- 
tered to the deceased the same remedy that 
had been tound efficacious in other cases— 
that he had many witwesses in court to 
prove that he had treated a variety of cases 
with the most complete success which had 
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been considered hopeless, and that the un- 
fortunate failure which occasioned the death 
of Miss Cashin was of a nature by no means 
unfrequent in the course of medical 
tice. He complained of the effect 
against him by statements and commentaries 
made through the medium of the public 
press, and prayed the jury to discharge from 
their minds any feelings whick such publi- 
cations might have created. 

Witnesses were then called on the pri- 
soner’s bebalf. 

Mr. Samuel Houghton, of Manchester, 
had consulted Mr. Long as a medical man ; 
had atrended him about eight months ; was 
satisfied with his skill and abilities. 

Mr. Samuel Wilding, of Shropshire, had 
once resorted to Mr. Long for the same pur- 
pose; was under his care for eleven weeks ; 
was perfectly satisfied with his attention 
and medice] skill. 

Miss Harriet Page had been under the 
eare of Mr. Long, and was very much satis- 
fied with his kindness, attention, and skill. 

The Marchioness of Ormond, and three of 
her ladyship’s family, had been under the 
care of Mr. Long, the eldest five months, 
and the other four; was perfectly satisfied 
with his attention, humanity, and skill. 

Mrs. Sarah Ottley had had occasion to 
resort to Mr. Long as a medical adviser ; 
was under his care for three months. His 
— was such as to perfectly satisfy 

er. 

Miss Penelope Smith bad been under the 
care of Mr. Long for five months up to the 
present time; was decidedly of a favourable 
opinion of his skill and humanity, 

The Marquess of Sligo, four months under 
Mr. Long’s care, deposed that he never saw 
nor heard of a medical practitioner more 
kind-hearted, attentive, or humane. 

Lord Viscount Ingestrie had occasion to 
consult Mr. Long, and was perfectly satis- 
fied with bis skill. 

Miss Ottley, Miss Sarah Webb, Mrs. 
Forti, Mrs. Swinden, Colonel Campbell, 
General Sharpe, M. Prendergast, Esq. ; 
William Addington, Esq., of Kentish Town ; 
the lady of General Ashworth, her sister, 
and three children; Mrs, Macdougal, of 
Guernsey ; Mr. Pemberton, who produced 
his child, which had been cured two years 
since; Mr. John Braithwaite, of the New 
Road; Miss Anna Grindley; Miss Ann 
Roxburgh ; Mr. George Lyng, of the Bo- 
rough; Samuel Sotherby, bookseller; Mr. 
Roxburgh, the father of Miss Roxburgh ; 
Mrs. Prendergast; Mr. William Couway ; 
Francis Koxburgh ; Mr. George Manley ; 
were then called. They all expressed them. 
selves perfectly satisfied with the skill, hu- 
manity, and kindness evinced towards them 
by the prisoner. 


Mr. Justice Pank then proceeded to sum 





ap. He requested the Jury to discharge 
from their minds cap-thing ey i ve 
heard out of doors on the subject of the ac- 
cusation under which the gentleman at the 


uced | bar then stood. No doubt the publications 


that had appeared respecting it were such as 
might have the effect of influencing the 
minds of juries, if they did not labour to 
free themeelves from the prejudice which 
might so be created—hot that he meant to 
impute to those by whom the publie press 
was conducted, intention of doing a 
disservice to Mr, g; on the contrary, 
he felt perfectly satisfied that they were 
men of too much honour and probity to en- 
tertain any such intention. He wes sure not 
one of them put forward such publications 
with the view of running down an indivi- 
dual., The Jury, whom he then addressed, 
would, he was sure, remember that they 
were acting under the solemn sanction of 
an oath, and would feel it their bounden 
duty not to allow themselves to be influenced 
one way or the other, but to give a dispas- 
sionate consideration to the case 

before them. For himself he knew not 
whatever about the case, except what he 
had heard that day in Court, and what he 
had learned from the depositions laid before 
him. He was, at the time of the inquest, 
in a distant part of the country—bis mind 
oteupied with other matters—and suppos- 
ing, as he had a right to do, that the case 
would not come before him, but before those 
of his learned brethren who had presided at 
the September Sessions, he had, therefore, 
not the slightest acquaintance with the 
case, excepting what was derived from the 
depositions, and what he had that day beard 
in Court. He could not let pass that op- 
portunity of saying thet he had always 
thought, ever since he bad the power of 
thinking, that there could not be @ more 
dangerous error than to permit the previous 
pubheation of evidence afterwards to come 
before a jury. It was, in many cases, im- 
possible for the most honest and upright 
mind to divest itself of prejudice ; but were 
it possibie in all cases—and he hoped it was 
—it would be highly desirable for a jury to 
divest themselves of every sort of previous 
knowledge ; above all, they were bound to 
remember that they had nothing whatever 
to do with the verdict of the coroner's jury 
or of the grand jury. Doubtless, the matter 
could not come before them without a ver- 
dict of some sort ; but it was to be observed, 
that the evidence upon which the Grand Jury 
found their bill, was far short of what came 
before a petit jury for their decision. He 
could not help saying that he thoughtit un- 
fortunate the counsel for the prisoner should 
have sought for an immediate acquittal be- 
fore the defence was entered on, it 


led to an apparent difference of opinion be~ 

















tween him and his learned brother; their 
difference was not so much as to the law of 
the case, as with respect to the course which 
it then expedient to pursue. He held, 
he believed there could be no second 
amongst lawyers on the subject, 

hothing but the grossest ignorance, or 

the most criminal inattention, could render 
man, licensed or unlicensed, amenable 

for his medical practice to a court of crimi- 


nal judicature. He then read over his notes 
to the jury, who immediately retired to con- 
sider their verdict. 


A little after seven o’clock, Mr. Justice 
Panx again entered the Court, and ordered 
the Jury to be called, apparently with an in- 
tention, if they bad not d on their ver- 
dict, to apprise them of his wish to retire 
for the night, and that they must therefore 
be locked up until Monday morning. The 
Jury did not immediately obey the summons, 
but in the course of about five minutes they 
returned into the box, and were then asked 
if they lad as yet agreed on their verdict ? 


The Foreman instantly answered yes; / pany 


and that they found the prisoner—Guilty. 

Thee of this opinion, so differ- 
ent from what was anticipated by the audi- 
ence in Court, from the summing up of the 
Yearned Judge, excited very great surprise, 
and several 8 gave utterance very 
audibly to their feelings of satisfaction. 

Mr, Justice Pank promptly reminded 
them of the necessity of conducting them- 
selves with decorum in a Court of Justice, 
and his determination to punish those who 
repeated the offence. 

His Lordship, who seemed to be very little 
prepared for such a verdict, then consulted 
for a few minotes, in great apparent earnest- 
ness, with the Recorder, and immediately 
afterwards begged the Sheriff to request the 
attendance of his brother Garrow. 

Mr. Baron Garrow, the Sheriffs, and a 
number of Aldermen and Magistrates, then 
entered the Court; and a consultation be- 
tween the two learned Judges and the 
Recorder was then renewed for several 
minutes. At its conclusion, 

Mr. Justice Park addressed the Counsel 
for the prisoner, and observed that under the 
gee circumstances of the case, he and 

is learned brother had agreed to defer 
passing judgment on the prisoner until Mon- 
day morning. 

Mr, Serjeant Anpxews immediately ad- 
dressed his Lordship, and requested, in that 
case, that the prisoner might be permitted 
to depart, on finding sureties for his re-ap- 
pearance on Monday morning. 

Mr. Attey, however, was proceeding to 
Oppose this application on the part of the 
prosecution, when 

Mr. Justice Panx said he could make no 
distinction between the case of the prisoner 
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and that of any other person convicted of 
felony: justice must be dealt out to the 
same extent to the rich mau as to the 

He begged, however, that he might not, in 
saying this, be supposed to cast any asper- 
sion on the character of the prisoner, as he 
had no doubt, if the forms of justice bad 
allowed his taking bail for the prisoner, that 
he would have appeared accordingly. It 
was probable that the Court might pronounce 
a sentence of imprisonment, and consequent- 
ly it would make little difference whether 
the jadgment was pronounced then or on 
Monday, : 

The prisoner was brought in from New- 
gate on Monday at twelve o'clock (at which 
time Mr. Justice Park attended), when he 
was sentenced to pay a fine to the King of 
Two Howprep anp Firry Pounps. Joha 
Long immediately pulled a handful of bank- 
notes from his pocket, paid the money to 
the officer of the court, and was imme- 
diately discharged. Having quitted the 
bar, he ed to the court-yard in com- 
with bis friends, where he got into 
the curricle of the Marquis of Shgo, and 
rode off with his lordship amidst the con- 
gratulations of his “ noble”’ friends, and the 
hootings, hissings, and laughter of the 
populace. 








ON THE MODE OF ELECTING HOSPITAL 
SURGEONS. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Str,—Your readers cannot be insensible 
to the strenuous efforts you have made on 
several occasions to direct the attention of 
the profession, and the governors of hospi- 
tals in particular, to the abuses exercised in 
the present system of electing their sur. 
geons, You have proved how often, by in- 
terest, an inexperienced youth has been 
placed over his superiors, and you have de- 
precated the glaring impropriety of making 
that the prize of consangui .ity which should 
be the boon of exalted merit, and the reward 
of indefatigable professional study : although 
this has become a thrice-told tale, still no 
remedy has been applied. I therefore trust 
I shall not be thought presumptuous if [ 
address to hospital surgeons a few remarks 
which appear to me calculated, in some de 
gree, to ensure to them an increased portion 
of respect and consideration in the profes- 
sion of which they are responsible mem- 
bers. 

Every hospital, in proportion to the num- 
ber of surgical patients received into its 
wards, should maintain one or two house- 
surgeons to take the immediate carge and 
superintendance of casualties. The appoiut- 


ment should be given to members of the 











College of Surgeons, from 23 to 26.years of 
age who have conducted 

hably as students and dressers at the 
ospital, and who, under a public examina- 


tion, have given proof of superior attainments | p 


in the science, and dexterity and skill in 
the ice, of The office should 
be held one year, and where the services of 
two eons are required, it would 
be a desirable arrangement to make the elec- 
tion half-y iy. 

With regard to the appointment of sur- 
geons of hospitals, it should be considered 
as an indispensable qualification in the can- 
didates to have filled the post of house. sur- 
geon; in fact, the governors should be 
urged to reject al] those who had not taken 
that probationary step, ind not, as at pre- 
sent, fix their exclusive choice on the ap- 
prentices of the surgeons. 

1 am induced to present these suggestions 
to the consideration of hospital surgeons for 
many reasons; in the first place, after an 
absence of some years from the hospital of 
which I was a pupil, I was sensibly im- 
pressed by the increased emulation of its 
surgeons, | found euch courting the remarks 
and inquiries of the student, and anxious to 
impart every fact illustrative of the cases 
presented to view ; in short, instead of the 
taciturn perambulation of ward alter ward, 
to which I had in some measure been ac- 
customed, I found the whole time occupied 
in an interesting clinical conversation. ‘This 
improved state of circumstances gives me 
the conviction, that surgeons of hospitals 
are awakened to an enlarged view of the 
important duties connected with their pub- 
lic situations ; evincing then as they do, a 
zeal for the profession, united to the bene- 
volence of the trust reposed in them, we 
may reasonably hope to gain their concur- 
rence in any measure tending with the 
general good to elevate their own character 
as a body. Again, they have great influence 
in the establishment of which they are 
officers, and as long as that influence is ex- 
erted in a cause which ultimately tends to 
the amelioration of human misery, it is their 
just reward, and no disinterested individual 
of the medical profession would wish for an 
instant to deprive them of their well-earned 
prerogative, but this power furnishes us 
with another claim upon them, for at least 
a serious consideration of any proposal 
offered for their approval. 

I cannot conclude without making a few 
general remarks on the favourable results 
likely to arise from the adoption of the fore- 
going suggestions. In the first place, the 


greatest stimulus is afforded to the student, 
and an excitement is given toexcel in hospi- 
tal pursuits, for he has always before bim the 
ay of filling a distinguished situation. 

e have had too many serious instances 


themselves irre- | feel assured 








y 


, that any measure to 
mature their knowledge must abound in ad- 
vantage to the community, inasmuch as the 
patient itted, in some degree, to their 
nt and competent aid 
secured to them in the distress of sickness, 

Advancing in our proposition we come to 
the house-surgeon. This appointment, in- 
stead of being bartered as it is at present, 
and made a very expensive undertaking, 
should be reserved as a reward for the skil- 
ful performance of the duties of dresser, and 

general conduct in the hospital ; but 
it should be given under certain conditions, 
as, the candidate being perpetual pupil of 
the hospital, a member of the College of 
Surgeons, and having undergone a public 
examination. 

We now arrive at the desirable ultimatum 
at which I am aiming, and I wish fully to 
establish the position, that all hospital sur- 
tc should be selected by the governors 
rom the ci-devant house-surgeons, 
then the situation would be filled by men 
who, through all the gradations of their pro- 
fessional career, have been influenced by the 
most ardent zeal in the acquisition of know- 
ledge, from the period of their commencing 
as pupils to the consummation of their 
highest hopes and wishes in the possession 
of the honourable distinction of hospital sur- 
geon, a title which would then at once 
emerge from that baneful cloud (private in- 
terest) by which its brightest features are 
at present obscured, and bursting forth as 
the reward of genuine merit, and the incen- 
tive to high deeds, would become the admi- 
ration of men of science as an ornament only 
to be acquired by character, industry, and 
professional attainments. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your constant reader and well-wisher, 
Apis, 





October 6, 1850. 
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To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Srrx,—I am greatly surprised at Mr. Will- 
cock’s misconception of the charter of that 
high-minded body, the Council of the Royal 
College of Surgeons. The error should he 
corrected on account of its tendency, which 
is to revive a custom that is falling into dis- 
use ; I allude to “ passing,” or, in other 
words, submitting to be fleeced of twenty 
guineas, under the false pretence that the 
diploma is a necessary ingredient in the 
composition of a surgeon. 

The depressed circumstances of many 
medical pupils made it necessary to econo- 


of|mise their funds; and in order thereto, 




















they naturally inquired what was essentially 


ary to the completion of their educa- 
tion and their qualification to practise? Tue 
Lancer soon satisfied them, that to prac- 
tise surgery, the diploma of the College was 
not a necessary warrant; and they them- 
selves well knew, that as the college exami- 
nation was not a test of fitness, so was the 
certificate no evidence of ability. The diffu- 
sion of this knowledge has occasioned a 
great falling off in the exchequer of Lin- 
coln’s Inn Fields, thereby wounding those 
worthy men, the examiners, in their centre 
of sensibility—the pocket ; and has I be- 
lieve done more towards producing pass- 
ing and approaching changes, than even 


your eloquent denunciations of their ini-| 


quitous legislation. 

It cannot be too generally known, that 
the college diploma confers no advantage, 
that it does not protect the possessor from 
the rivalry of another who has not been a 
prey to the spoilers, that it will not enable 
the holder to enter the public services—in 
other terms, it is a piece of sealed paper 
certifying lies, and signed by men whose 
corporate injustice leaves no doubt of their 
willingness to sign an instrument which 
would consign the holder to the prince of 
the power of the air, for half the “ con- 
sideration” they extort for the evidence of 
their cupidity, and the illimitable folly of 
their dupe—the purchaser, 

With unbounded gratitude for your cease- 
Tess and successful endeavours for the in- 
terests of your professional brethren, and 
those of science and humanity, 

Iremaia, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
A Surceon. 





LONDON HOSPITAL, 





To the Editor of Tuz Lancer. 


S1r,—Although I cannot approve of the 
abuse which Mr. W. A. Walford has so in- 
discriminately and unsparingly showered 
down upon the heads of Sir W. Blizard and 
Mr, Headington, or help being pleased at 
the spirit which has actuated the pupils of 
the London Hospital in taking up the 
cudgels in defence of their teacher; yet I 
think they might have spared themselves 
the trouble, had the former gentleman only 
been concerned ; for they may rely upon it, 
that there is not one amongst them for 
whose interest, unconnected with his own, 
Sir William caresarush, I know not what 
the morn of his life was, but I can recol- 
lect that the afternoon was rather unpro- 
pitious ; it was much inclined to be bois- 
terous; but with this curious anomaly, 
although the wind which was raised, raged 
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with fury amongst the shrubs and under- 
shrubs; yet it courteously by the 
stately tree which seemed to mock its rage, 
without even ruffling a leaf. The eve was 
rather. more calm, but it led toa long and 
dreary night, which still continues to darken 
the path of the sargical student, withouteven 
an occasional ray to illumine it. From 
amongst the many illiberal acts of this 
worthy knight, may be selected the follow- 
ing: bis continued hostility to Mr. Head- 
ington when a pupil, for daring to amputate 
an arm, the urgency of the case not admit- 
ting delay: 

| His unjustifiable conduct towards Dr. 
| Frampton (then Mr. Frampton), one o/ the 
most talented men who ever sat in the ana- 
|tomical chair of the London Hospital or of 
jany other school, of whom an eminent sur- 
|geon of the present day was heard to say, 
| when his name was spoken of, “ Oh! you 
mean the young man who was so ill used by 
the Blizards :” 

His implacable hatred to Mr. John Scott, 
his assistant, for presuming to think and to 
act for himself: 

His present hostile feelings, which are 
displayed against those anatomical pupils 
who have not yet entered the hospital, in 
not allowing them the advantage of subscrib- 
jing to the library, although it is acknow- 
ledged that they are in debt to their book- 
seller between 20/. and 30/., which the 
subscriptions from these young men would 
soon liquidate; and in obstinately refusing 
to allow any of these anatomical pupils to 
witness the performance of an operation. 
Upon one occasion last winter, I was pre- 
sent at the performance of several opera- 
tions, when Sir W. cast a look around, and 
discovering more pupils than usual, he, in 
a very authoritative tone, desired those 
gentlemen who were not pupils of the hos- 
pital, to leave the theatre. This man- 
date was, of course, not attended to, and 
the knight was content to mutter some- 
thing about “* very ungentlemanly conduct.’* 
Upon leaving the hospital, | learned that 
the anatomical lecture had been put off for 
that day, in consequence of the number of 
operations to be performed. ‘These disap- 
pointed young gentlemen were expected 
then to walk quietly back to their homes! 
** Prd sancte Jupiter! !” 








Stranger, come not nigh, 
He sees a lancet in every eye. 


Should you deem this letter worthy a 
place in your useful journal, I shall be 
obliged by your inserting it. 

1 am, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
A Frrenp 10 Tre Mepicat Stupent. 





23, Iladiow Street, Burton Crescent, 
Oct. 12, 1830. 
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REMARKS ON LONG'S TRIAL. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, Nov. 6, 1830. 
a 


Tar forms of law,—we wish we could 
say the satisfactory decrees of justice,—hav- 
ing been fulfilled in the case of Jonn Lone, 
we are relieved from the pain of further si- 
lence, and may now give full expression to 
our feelings of indignatian, without the risk 
of incurring the charge of ‘‘ desiring to pre- 
judice the public mind against a man who is 
about to endure the ordeal of a trial before a 
jury of his countrymen, upon an accusation 
of felony.” 

Before adverting to the recent proceedings 
at the Old Bailey, it may be necessary to go 
back to the circumstances of the inquest, 
and to refer once more to those transactions 
with which we were so unexpectedly and 
unwillingly connected. As some few per- 
sons have taken upon themselves to con- 
demn the Editor for his interference at the 
inquest, and as the cause of his presence on 
that occasion appears still to be ill-under- 
stood by a portion of the public, it may be 
well to re-insert in this place the explana- 
tion which was published in No. 366 of Tus 
Lancet: ‘ Late on Friday night, August 
20th, two gentlemen called at the residence 
of Mr. Waxcey, in Bedford Square, and 
stated that an inquest was to be held the 
next day at noon on the body of a young 
lady who had been under the treatment of 
Mr. Long; that her life had terminated 
almost suddenly, and under sircumstances 
which appeared te demand a rigid investi- 
gation ; that the sister of the deceased young 
lady, who had also been under Mr. Long’s 
care, was in a dying state, and only expect- 
ed to survive a few hours; that the family 
was from the sister kingdom, and that the 
mother and brother-in-law were entire 
strangers to London, were suffering the 
most intense anguish, were half distracted, 
and knew not what course to adopt; that 





the brother-in-law, Mr. Sweetman, had 
been strongly urged to request Mr. Wakley 
to attend at the inquest and act for the fa- 
mily, in order that the ends of public justice 
might not be defeated. In compliance with 
the wishes of the relatives, the two gentle- 
men observed they had then called, Mr. 
Wax ey pointed out to them, that his ap- 
pearance on the inquest at that time, as he 
was a candidate for the office of Coroner, 
might to many persons appear very objec- 
tionable, and in the absence of explanation, 
would indicate very bad taste, if not defec- 
tive judgment. Moreover, he represented 
to them, that having long ago denounced 
Mr. Long as a quack and an “ impostor,” 
his attending, as it were against Mr. Long, 
might assume the character of vindictive- 
ness. He therefore refused, in the most 
positive manner, to take any part in the 
proceedings, unless he received, on the fol- 
lowing morning from the deceased young 
lady’s relatives, an especial request for his 
interference. Early the next day, a gentle- 
man called from Mr. Sweetman, and solicit- 
ed, as a particular fayour, that Mr. Waxter 
would call upon the relatives before the 
time appointed for holding the inquest. 
Accordingly, about half an hour previous to 
the arrival of the Coroner, Mr. Wax ey at- 
tended in Mornington Place, and after a very 
few words had passed, he found that he 
could not, consistently with what he deem- 
ed to be his public duty, any longer with- 
hold his consent to appear at the inquest, 
on behalf of Mr. Sweetman, and the de- 
ceased young lady’s distracted parent. 

* Of course Mr. Waxtey acted without 
fee or reward, and solely upon public 
grounds. If any one coademn his conduct, 
that person can neither be a kind parent 
nor an affectionate brother; neither can he 
be possessed of those feelings which should 
direct the conduct of an honest man.” * 

The proceedings at the inquest held on the 
body of the unfortunate Miss Casnin were 


* Lancet, September 4th. 








LONG'S “ WELL-EDUCATED” DUPES. 


chiefly remarkable for having exhibited the 
medical and legal incompetency of an attor- 
ney-coroner; the extreme igndrance of a 
bullying barrister named Aporrnus; the 
clear, scientific, and conclusive evidence 
given by the well-educated medical wit- 
nesses ; the delusive, nonsensical, incompre- 
hensible tales related by the Quack’s ‘‘ well- 
educated” and fashionable dupes ; and the 
patience, clear perception, and strong judg- 
ment, which can be exercised by a jury of 
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evidence of several witnesses. One gentle- 
man had ‘ inhaled ” and “ rubbed”’ for the 
gout, with attacks of which disease he had 
been troubled for several years, at intervals 
varying from “one to three months.” He con- 
sidered that he was cured, having had no re- 
turn of his complaint for about “ five weeks !”” 
Another bad been much harassed by severe 
headachs at intervals ; the liquid wag rubbed 
upon his chest and produced no effect, but 
when applied between the shoulders, the 


honest Englishmen. ‘The eoroner himself, | floodgates of the peccant humour were in- 
probably, showed more of the quality of pa-|stantly opened, and the malady quickly 
tience than was ever before displayed by | flowed off in the form ofa fine limpid stream! 
human being while in the execution of the| Another gentleman bore testimony to the 
duties of such an office. The stuff, the | fact that Lowo’s liquid had completely re- 
horridly disgusting stuff, to which he listen-| duced u decided dis! n of his child’s 
ed day after day, apparently without vexa-|hip-joint! This gentleman was a colonel 
tion or fatigue, had well nigh smothered all in the army, and healleged that, in addition 





the well-informed portion of the audience ,— 
trash, which was as irrelevant to the subject 
under inquiry, as it was disgraceful to the 
inane, or insane, creatures by whom it was 
utterred. The following may be taken as 
specimens. A young lady declared that 
** she had been cured of consumption by hav- 
ing been rubbed with Mr. Lono’s “liquid.” 
That her “ consumption” consisted of a 
cough, which had continued two or three 
months before she had been “rubbed ;” 
that to cure this “ consumption” she had 
only previously consulted a medical prac- 
titioner two or three times; that when 
“‘rabbed ” the liquid produced no effect 
upon the skin, except over the part where 
“her lungs were diseased; that there it 
instantly produced a wound and a discharge ; 
that, under the application of the aad 
she | 





liquid, the wound healed, when, 
being well, the fluid might be rubbed 


| 


all over her with impunity, as it produced | 


no effect when persons were in health, but | 
that, when rubbed upon skin which covers, 
a diseased part, it would immediately pro- 


duce a wound and a discharge 
The truth of these statements, it must be 


remembered, was attested by the concurring = a great-toe. 


to his own personal knowledge of the fact, 
he had the authority of several highly-emi- 
nent surgeons for saying, that his child’s hip 
had been dislocated. But the all-powerful 
liquid quickly sent back the refractory bone 
to its legitimate home! The Marchioness 
of Onmonp knew that Miss Casurn's back 
was rubbed with the same liquid that she 
and her daughters had ‘repeatedly used 
for washing their hands, but she did not 
see her back rubbed. She “knew” it was 
the same liquid because it was taken from 
the same bottle, but she did not “ see”’ it 
taken from the bottle, neither did she “‘ see” 
the back rubbed. Sir Francis Burperr*® 
bore testimony to the perfect safety of 


Loneo’s practice. The honourable baronet, 





* The motive which induced Sir Prancrs Bor- 
pert to first visit Lone, has been thus explained, 
The honble. baronet is on terms of intimacy with 
the Marquis of ANGugsRa, who left the plains of 
Waterloo, minusaleg. Sir Francis, keenly feeling 
tor his frend’s misfortune, having heard of the mira- 
culous powers of the mystic “liquid,” and having 
read probably that if the claw ofa lobster be taken 
off, the energies of the animal are equal to the 

roduction of another claw, he applied, it is said, to 

ONG to know whether, if the * secret fluid’ were 
gently “rubbed” over the skin of the stump, the 
Marquis’s leg and foot might not grow again? It 
is reported, that although the leg and foot were 
not forthcoming, the operation was entirely 
anprodoctive, having, within a short » pro- 
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however, ‘‘ knew nothing of the composition 
of the liquid, nor of the inbaled gas; nor 
had he ever seen Miss Casutn, nor could he 
distinguish a glass of prussic acid from a 
glass of spring water.” 

Such was the nonsense to which the coro- 
ner lent a ready ear during several days, 


although, under the circumstances, it was an. 


insult to the jury, and to the public, to at- 
tend to such witnesses, still less to the con- 
ceptions with which they had been inspired 
by their well-skilled juggler. The conduct 
of the coroner will demand a few more words 
presently, 

Of Mr. Apotruvus it is almost unneces- 
sary for us to speak. He is really a poor 
thing—a very ignorant creature. 


the sting even of a gnat, his powerless, ill- 
directed, and ill-t d movements, were 
incessant sources of mirth. It was fortunate 
for the ends of public justice that Lovo had 
such an advocate. Concerning the law of the 
ease, the Coroner and Apotruvus appeared 
to about equal advantage, both having con- 
tended, before the inquest terminated, that 
it was not a case of manslaughter. 

The evidence of the medical witnesses, 
with only one exception, was given with 
extreme accuracy, precision, and clearness. 
The exception to this otherwise unqualified 
approbation, is to be found in the evidence 
of Mr.Bropie. As the defect, however, to 
which we refer, was again prominently ob- 
servable on the trial, where it might have 
proved entirely fatal to the cause of justice 
and humanity, we shall not further advert 
to it in this place, but notice it while 
speaking of the proceedings at the Old 
Bailey. 

The jury, until towards the conclusion of 
the inquiry, listened with the most exem- 
plary attention to a mass of evidence that 
was not in the slightest degree either di- 
rectly or indirectly relevant to the subject 
under inquiry, which, in fact, was to inves- 
tigate the causes that led to the death of 





With | 
all the malignity of the viper, but without, 


ADOLPHUS—MR. BRODIE—ATTORNEY-CORONER. 


Miss Casuiy. Had it not been for the ex- 
traordinary address of the Coroner at the 
| concliision, the jury probably would not 


have deliberated for more than five minutes 
upon what should be their verdict. The 
Coroner did not confine himself to the facts 
elicited in the evidence, but went directly 
to the consequences of a verdict of man- 
slaughter. He not only gave the jury to 
junderstand that Lonc had not committed 
' manslaughter, but that no indictment for 
|manslaughter could be sustained against 
any man in such acase, whether a regular 
lor irregular practitioner. The experience of 
Mr. Stintine ought to have told him, that 
to make allusion to the effects of a verdict, 
was proceeding far beyond the line of his 
duty. It was, indeed, natural enough that 
the jury should hesitate, when they were 
given to understand, that a verdict of man- 
slaugiter would only cause the culprit to be 
bailed with reference to his appearance at 
the Old Bailey. Mr. Srievivo’s opinion 
was so strong on this point, that instead of 
causing Lono to be apprehended, as was 
his duty, he kept the warrant for his cap- 
tion, in his pocket, during several days, 
and, in truth, until after an application had 
been made to the magistrates at Bow Street 
for inquiring into the inexplicable circum- 
stances of the delay. Our view of the case 
was entirely opposed to that of Mr. Srir- 
Lino, and, had we not been fully and firmly 
persuaded from the first, that it was not 
only a case of felony, but an aggravated case 
of felony, far different, we believe, would 
have been the salutary impression made 
upon the public mind. 

Strongly influenced by this opinion, we 
pressed for an examination of the body on 
the first day of the inquest, although this 
proceeding was much opposed by Mr. Swert- 
man. It is quite certain that we could 
have had no desire to add torture to the 
distracted feelings of a family so greatly 
afflicted ; but the omission of the dissection 
must have produced a mesh in the web of 








NEW BILL OF 


the law, through which a larger culprit 
than Jonn Lono might have easily crept ; 
for no medical man could have been justi- 
fied (although the irritation caused by such 
a wound as was observed on the back| 
would have been sufficient to kill ten strong 
persons) in swearing that that wound had 
caused death, until he had thoroughly ex- 
amined the internal structures of the body. 
We therefore urged both the first and the 
second examinations, by means of which 
evidence of the most conclusive character 
was obtained. 

After the coroner’s jury had returned 
their verdict of “ manslaughter” against 
Lone, we hoped and expected that there 
would have been no necessity for further 
interference on our part. Unhappily we 
were deceived, for Mr. Swestman declined 
to appear as prosecutor, or to incur any ex- 
pense in the affair. Hence Mr. Cares, the 
parish beadle, was set down as prosecutor, 
and the names of the whole of Mr. Lona’s 
witnesses were inserted upon the back of 
the bill to be preferred before the grand 
jury. This bill was to have been laid be- 
fore the grand jury at the Sessions House, 
Clerkenwell, on Friday, September 17th, 
the eighth day of the contested election for 
coroner, when, from the bustle, confusion, 
and anxiety that prevailed, Joun Lone enter- 
tained strong hopes, probably, that the bill as 
then drawn up, with the names of the whole 
of his witnesses distinctly inscribed upon 
it, would be at once ignored. On step- 
ping from the hustings into the Sessions 
House, we were much surprised at seeing 
several of Mr, Lono’s “‘ noble” witnesses 
in attendance, and still more surprised at 
hearing that they were all in the neigh, 
bourhood, comfortably lodged in apartments 
which had been procured for them by the 
beadle, whose name was set down as the 
prosecutor, Of course we at once saw 
that a bill, with such a list of names at the 
back of it, could not be safely preferred be- 
fore the grand jury. Further, Mis. Rop- 





INDICTMENT. 


pis, from indisposition, was not in attend- 
ance Under these circumstances, we felt 
little hesitation in applying to the court for 
@ postponement until the next sessions, 
But it was urged to us by a gentleman of 
considerable legal knowledge, in the pre- 
sence of Dr. James Jounson, Mr. Kino, 
Mr. Evans, Dr. Hoceo, and other medical 
gentlemen, that there would be no use in 
delay ; that one indictment was as good as 
another; that the grand jury would not find 
“any bill,” and thet the charge could not be 
sustained at the Old Bailey, because it was 
not a case of manslaughter. Acting, how- 
ever, upon the opinion which we had all 
along entertained, and our views having 
been supported by the gentlemen just 
named, we resolved, if possible, not to give 
such a culprit as Joun Lono the benefit of 
an ignored bill. Most of our readers are 
probably aware, that had not the bill been 
** found,” Lono would have been tried at 
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the Old Bailey on the coroner's Inquisition, 
but the fact ofa bill not having been sus- 
tained before the grand jury upon supposed 
exparte proof, might, in the subsequent pro- 
ceedings, have acted as a stumbling-block 
in the path of justice ; forit would naturally 
have been said, how weak must be the 
charge against Lona, if it could not be sup- 
ported upon an exparte statement before 
the grand jury. Exparte, indeed! with the 
names of the whole of Mr. Lono’s “ noble” 
and ignoble witnesses, flourishing in a style 
of unusual grandeur upon the back of the bill ! 

A brief reflection on what we had ob- 
served at the Sessions House, convinced us 
that a new bill of indictment was necessary ; 
that the names, which had been improperly 
inscribed, should not be again inserted ; and 
that the employment of counsel would be 
indispensable. Accordingly we applied to 
Mr. Henson, of Bouverie Street, a gentle- 
man quite unknown to us, but who, we were 


given to understand, was deeply conversant 
in the various proceedings of our criminal 
courts. 
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The redrawn bill, when laid before the 
grand jury, was “‘ found,” after the examiua- 
tion of only three or four witnesses ; and in 
despite of all the wise and learned predic- 
tions to the contrary, in despite of the pro- 
found legal knowledge of the attorney- 

» in despite of the ravings of the 
gentlemanly and learned Avotrnvs, Lono 
has been tried at the Old Bailey, and by 
another sensible, upright jury of his coun- 
trymen, be has been found guilty of man- 
slaughter. 

‘The counsel for the prosecution conducted 
their case with nice tact, and discriminating 





ingenuity ; and the opening address of Mr. 
Auuey exhibited a masculine and luminous 
view of the facts,and ofthe law. Both Mr. 


Autey and Mr. Puritips, as soon as they 
had read their briefs, entertained not the 
slightest doubt that the crime of which 
Lone bad been guilty, amounted to man- 
slaughter ; and that in the absence of tech- 
a verdict of “ guilty” w 


nical errors, 
certain. 

The public will not be a little surprised 
to learn, that in conducting a prosecution of 
this important and singular nature, the 
funds have been supplied exclusively by our- 
and that we stand responsible to Mr. 

Hewson for whatever costs may yet remain 
unpaid. We sbould not, probably, have 
alluded to this circumstance, if it were not 
to stimulate the law commissioners to ac- 
tivity in an important part of their duty ; and 
to show that a prosecutor may suffer nearly 
as great a pecuniary loss in obtaining the 
verdict of a jury against a felon, as the 
Selon himself may incur from the sentence 
of a judge! 


selves, 


Want of space obliges us to postpone the 
farther consideration of this _— until 
next week. 





JOHN LONG.—DISPENSATORY. 


The Edinburgh Dispensatory. Twelfia 
Edition. By Anonew Duncan, M.D., 
Prof. Mat. Med. in the Univ. of Edin., 
&e. Edinburgh: Black. 1850. 8vo. pp. 
1127, 

Or this elaborate and admirable work, it 
would be superfluous for us to offer any 
lengthened notice. The great and gradually- 
increasing merits of the several previous 
editions are already known to every well- 
educated practitioner ; while, of the pro- 
bable value of the improvements in the pre- 
sent edition, Dr. Duncan’s characteristic 
industry, and eminent professional attain. 
ments, together constitute an adequate gua- 
rantee, 

The principal additions in the impression 
now before us, consist in the introduction of 
the several improvements of the new Dublin 
Pharmacopeia, of the important facts and 
explanations appended to a translation of 
the Dispensatory by MM. Chereaa and Ro- 
biquet, and of various tables of classification 
of the materia medica, on natural and phy- 
siological foundations, Dr. Duncan has also, 


a8) at length, remedied an important defect in 


the previous editions, by adding to the no« 
tice of each article in the materia medica 
a list of synonymes, officinal preparations, 
and incompatible substances. He has also, 
following the model of the best continental 
writers, prefixed to the history of each plant 
as much of its botanical description as re- 
lates to its medicinal employment. Finally, 
we cannot pass over the highly important 
additions he bas made to our knowledge of 
the effects of reagents on vegetable solu- 
tions, 

We have, notwithstanding, caught one 
little error in the pursuit of our critical 
angling. In the article on copper, p. 418, 
Dr. Duncan continues to recommend sugar 
as an antidote to poisoning by that metal, 
apparently not aware that it has been proved 
that the stomach must attain the tempera- 
ture of 212 before the slightest decompo- 
sition of the poison can be accomplished. 
This fact Orfila has stated in the last edition 
of his Toxicology, and he at the same time 
adduces abundant proof of the efficacy of 
albumen and the ferrocyanate of potash, as 
antidotes in cases of poisoning by any of the 
soluble cupreous preparations. 

We are almostinclined to indulge in ahearty 





> 
MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL TRANSACTIONS, 


laugh at the dismay this edition must occa- 
sion among the rising generation of ‘‘ Athe- 
nian” physicians ; indeed we teke this early 
notice of the work, for the purpose of calling 
attention to the great mass of professional 
information the benevolent professor bas 
eccamulated for their edification. In the 
next number, we shall, perhaps, invoke 
their approbation of the new edition of Dr. 
Turner's Chemistry, which, amongst an in- 
finite variety of novel and useful additions, 
¢ontains highly-interesting details on the 
* haloid” salts of Berzelius, on charbazotic 
and aspartic acids, on indigo brown, indigo 
red, and indigo blue, and on many other 
equally important subjects. 


Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, Vol. 
XVI. Parti. London: Longman, 8vo. 
1830. 


Tuts volume, though not of great bulk, con- 
tains a considerable number of papers, of 
each of which we shal! give a short analysis, 
varying however in length, according to the 
value and importance of each. 

The fifst paper contains an account of the 
ease in which the aorta was tied in July, 
1829, for aneurism of the external iliac, by 
Mr. James of Exeter, which we have al- 
ready mentioned more than once. The pa- 
tient, wtat. 44, had been ill four months, 
his complaint had been considered as ‘dis- 
etse of the hip-joint, and was, for a short 
time, treated as such by Mr. James, there 
being many of the symptoms of that disease, 
and little or no external tumour, at the time 
of his admission into the hospital. On 
June 2d, the aneurismal swelling being then 
greatly increased, so as to occupy the whole 
of the left iliac region, and considerably pro- 
trude the lower part of the abdomen, Mr. 
James performed Wardrop’s operation, the 
artery being tied about half an inch below 
Poupart’s ligament. During the two days 
following this operation, there was a decided 
diminution in the tumour ; buat, on the third, 
it began slowly to increase again, and in 
another week had" regaiged its former size. 
After this time it extended rapidly in every 
direction, particularly at its lower and outer 
part, where the integuments became of a 
dusky red, and it was evident that slough. 
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ing would soon take place there. Under 
these circumstances Mr. James resolved 
upon tying the aorta, notwithsten ling the 
objections of his colleagues, who all saw 
the hopelessness of the case. It is unne- 
cessary for us to describe the steps of this 
operation, which was performed on July 5th, 
as it differed in no essential point from that 
of Sir A. Cooper, the operator not venturing 
to attempt the lateral operation from the fear 
of peritoneal adhesions, which was subse- 
quently proved to be well founded, Suffice 
it to say, that notwithstanding considerable 
difficulty from the protrusion of inflated in- 
testines, and the density of the investments 
of the artery, the ligature was exactly placed 
round it, and firmly drawn, entirely put- 
ting a stop to the pulsation in the aneurismal 
sac, and that the patient died three hours 
and a half afterwards. On dissection, the 
ligature was found to have been completely 
applied about five lines below the origin of 
the inferior mesenteric artery, and to have 
included no other part except a small vein 
which lay close upon the aorta. The cause 
of the failure of the first operation was now 
discovered,—the femoral, or rather external 
iliac, artery, dividing just above Poupart’s 
ligament, so that there had remained a free 
outlet from the lower part of the sac by 
means of the profunda. The sac itself was 
of such size and extent, that any attempt to 
tie the common iliac would have certainly 
failed, unless indeed it had been made at a 
much earlier period. 

As far as the mere performance of the 
operation goes, Mr. James is certainly en- 
titled to praise ; but we thick that he would 
have shown more judgment had he abstained 
from a proceeding which could not in this 
instance, and, in our opinion, never can be 
expected to, prove successful, since no sur- 
geon will venture to have recourse to it 
but under the most unfavourable and despe- 
rate circumstances, and when all other ree 
medies have failed. 

The paper, No. 2, is by Mr. Barlow of 
Blackburn, and contains an account of the 
successful removal of a large tumour of the 
nature of “ medullary sarcoma,” which had 
existed for nine yéars, and occupied nearly 
the whole cheek, protruding the mucous 
membrane of the mouth inwards, and de- 
pending some way beyond the edge of the 
lower jaw. The operation bad been pro 





nounced impracticable by several surgeons, 
and is highly creditable to the skill and 
boldness of Mr. Blackburn ; though attend- 
ed with profuse hemorrhage, it was accom- 
plished without much difficulty ; neither the 


mucous membrane of the mouth nor the, 


parotid duct was injured, and the patient, 
a female wtat. 44, was, in three weeks, 
completely recovered, Annexed to this 
case is another, which occurred more than 
thirty years ago, in which sudden death 
was caused by the entrance of air into a 
vein during the removal of a tumour from 
the neck. The circumstances of this case 
agree entirely with those of the case de- 
scribed by M. Dupuytren in 1828, on read- 
ing which, Mr. Blackburn became first aware 
of its real nature, having previously as- 
cribed the fatal event to ordinary syncope 
from fright or nervous shock. 


No. 3 is a case of ununited fracture of 
the thigh-bone, by Dr, Somme of Antwerp. 
The patient was a healthy subject, the want 
of union had been caused by his restlessness, 
and after five months had elapsed, a com- 
plete cure was effected by a new method of 
treatment, analogous to, though, in some 
respects, different from, that by seton. As 
the account of the operation is very short, 
we shall give it in the author's words :— 


*‘ The patient being placed on his back 
and supported, 1 passed along trocar and 
cavula at first downwards on the inside of 
the upper fragment, and made it pierce the 
skin behind, and a little to the outside ; the 
troear was then withdrawn, ard a silver 
wire passed through the canula, and out at 
the posterior opening. The canula was then 
withdrawn, and being replaced on the tro- 
car, they were introduced again above and 
on the outside of the lower fragment, and 
made to out at the same opening be- 
hind. The trocar having been removed, 
the other end of the wire was passed through 
the canula, so that both ends were in con- 
tact behind, leaving a loop in front. I then 
made an incision in front, from one orifice 
to the other made by the trocar, and draw- 
ing the extremities of the wire through the 
wound, brought the loop between the frac- 
tured ends of the bone, and approximated 
the edges of the skin with sticking-plaster.” 


The limb was, after this, carefully con- 


fined in a fracture-box constructed for the | 


purpose, and at each dressing the wire was 
drawn down, so as to “‘ depress the loop 
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weeks after the operation, and before it had 
quite divided the parts which it encircled, 
it was withdrawn, the ends of the bone 
being then completely consolidated. To 
prevent all risk, the use of the apparatas 
was continued for six weeks longer. The 
union is now complete, and what is very re- 
markable, there is not the least shortening 
of the limb. It is impossible to form any 
positive conclusion from a single case; but 
the method in question certainly appears to 
possess some advautages over the introduc- 
tion of a seton, the failure of which has, 
probably, in general been owing to its ope- 
ration not being sufficiently extended. 

No. 4 is an “‘ account of a ec crete oil 
existing as a constituent principle _ healthy 
blood,” by Dr. B. G. Babington. This oil, 
which was first suspected in milky serum 
by Hewson, lately demonstrated by Dr. 
Traill, and very recently obtained in a sepa- 
tate state by Dr. Christison, has now been 
shown by Dr. Babington to exist constantly 
in the healthy blood not only of man, but of 
other animals, 1t may be procured by very 
gently agitating a quantity of serum with 
a third part of ether, and separating and 
evaporating the latter after four or five days, 
and when it has become of a yellow colour. 
The oil thus obtained (which forms about 
+éso of the serum of the blood), “‘ is ofa 
deep yellow hue, is semi-solid, and melts 
at a temperature of 90° Fabr. The specific 
gravity is .918. From its solution in ether 
it crystallizes, by very slow evaporation, at 
a low temperature, in radiated tufts. It 
burns with a brilliant light, has a feint and 
peculiar odour, resembling that of a wet 
bladder, and in its general characters re- 

bles other 1 oils. It is uniform in 
colour, in general appearance, and in all its 
properties, from whatever kind of serum 
obtained.” 

An important fact is thus established, 
which will probably serve to explain several 
pathological phenomena hitherto developed 
in obscurity, and which, therefore, well de- 
serves the attention of the physiologist and 
the practitioner, 

No.5 is a case of phlegmasia dolens, by 
Mr. Lawrence. The patient, wtat. 40, was 
admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
for carcinomatous ulceration which had de- 
stroyed the whole of the os and cervix uteri. 





more and more into fhe flesh ;” but im six) A few days after her admission, she was 














attacked with increased uneasiness in the 
hypogastric region, attended with some 
febrile excitement, and with swelling of the 
whole right lower extremity, the tempera- 
ture of which was increased, but the colour 
unaltered. The thigh was tolerably firm ; 
the lower part of the leg and the foot pitted 
on pressure. There was pain in the course 
of the femoral and iliac vessels, and the in- 


ternal saphena vein could be traced at the | 


upper part of the thigh by a hardened knotty 
feel. Mr. Lawrence therefore considered 
the disease to be essentially the same as the 
phlegmasia dolens occurring in women re- 
cently delivered, and as it was pretty evi- 
dent that the large veins of the thigh were 
inflamed, the treatment was principally di- 
rected to them, Considerable relief was 
afforded by the application of leeches along 
the course of the femoral vein, both on this 
oceasion and when the pain returned a few 
days afterwards. The swelling of the thigh, 
the pain and tenderness of the abdomen, 
diminished, and the patient was gradually 
improving with regard to this affection, when 
she died suddenly from violent uterine he- 
morrhage. On dissection it was found, that 


‘« The cellular and adipose tissue round 
the lower part of the uterus and neighbour- 
ing portion of the vagina were thickened 
and indurated, particularly on the right 
side. The hypogastric vein involved in this 
diseased mass, was closed in consequence of 
previous inflammation of its coats ; and the 
same change bad occurred in the internal 
iliac, the common iliac, the external iliac, 
the femoral and profunda veins, as well as in 
the internal saphena, all of which were com- 
pletely impervious, The affection termi- 
nated above at the junction of the common 
iliac vein with that of the opposite side, the 
latter vessel avd the inferior cava being 
quite natural. The saphena was closed for 
a length of about four or five inches, beyond 
which it was natural. The profunda was 
cut through near the femoral vein, and the 
latter was divided as it passes the tendon of 
the triceps. The disease extended in both 
these vessels beyond the situations where 
they had been divided, but its inferior limits 
were not ascertained ; the right spermatic 
vein was closed in its lower half. The coats 
of the affected vessels and the surrounding 
cellular substance, were a little thickened, 
and their cavities were plugged by a closely 
adherent and ggg | firm substance of a 
light-brown colour, At some parts the ves- 


sels and their contents were of a dark livid 
hue.” 
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There can hardly be a doubt, but that the 
inflammation here, was excited by the car- 
cinomatous disease, and beginning in the 
uterine veins, extended to the common iliac, 
and thence to the external iliac and its 
branches; the case strongly confirms Dr. 
Lee's view of the nature of phlegmasia 
dolens, which is still further supported by 
the two cases described in the following 
paper by Mr. Holberton. Both patients 
died of tubercular phthisis, and the affec- 
tion of the extremity occurred but a few 
weeks before their deaths. The symptoms 
in the first case (that of a lad etat. 17) were 
essentially the same as those observed in Mr. 
Lawrence's patient. In the second (that of 
a woman tat. 35), the swelling was softer, 
came on more gradually, and? was attended 
with less heat. The morbid appearances on 
dissection were nearly the same in both, 
and the probable cause of the venous inflam- 
mation was ap ulcerated state of the colon 
and rectum. Mr. Holberton is, however, 
doubtful on this point, since no diseased 
veins could be traced from the intestine, 
and the branches of the internal iliac vein 
were less affected than those of the external, 

No.7 is “ acase of stammering, success- 
fully treated by the long-continued use of 
eathartics,” by Dr. Bostock. The defect of 
speech came on suddenly, and to a great 
degree, when the patient was about three 
years old. Two physicians, who were con- 
sulted, were unable to propose any specific 
plan of treatment, but in consequence of the 
plethoric state of the child, prescribed a 
strong purgative. The effect of this was so 
favourable, that it was repeated several 
times, and always with decided benefit. In 
addition to the occasional use of purgatives, 
a sparing vegetable diet was now recom- 
mended, and, 

«« By a steady adherence to this discipline 
for about eight years, the complaint was 
kept at bay, but whenever any relaxation in 
the diet took place, or when the purgatives 
were omitted or too long delayed, symptoms 
of the impediment immediately appeared, 
At length, when about twelve years of age, 
the tendency seemed so far subdued, that a 
relaxation of the restrictions wes not fol- 
lowed by the usual unfavourable conse- 
quences ; and the boy being then at a pub- 
lic school, it was not so easy to maintain 
the former discipline. For some time no 
bad effects ensued, but at length the com- 
plaint recurred, and was unusually obstinate, 





b 
boy, who is now in fifteenth year, 
may be said to be free from the complaint.” 

Dr. Bostock does not of course draw any 
positive inference from a single case; he 
seems, however, to think, that the treat- 
ment in question might be of service in most 
instances of stammering, and certainly, 
considering the analogy which this com- 
plaint bears to chorea, it is well worth a 
trial, wherever the health of the patient 
offers no o! to its employment. 

The 8th paper on the pathology of hoop- 
ing-cough, by Dr. Alderson, does not ap- 
pear to throw much light upon the nature of 
that disease ; indeed all that can be learnt 
from it is, that in fatal cases death is gene- 
rally caused by lobular hepatization of the 
lungs, and obstruction of the smaller bron- 
chia by tenacious mucus, and that the in- 
flammation is confined to the substance of 
the lungs, and does not extend to the pleura, 
facts which have been already published by 
several authors of repute, and which, at 
least the two former, are now pretty gene- 
rally known. 

[7 be continued.] 





LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
November 1, 1830. 


Mr. Carraway in the Chair. 


PUFRPERAL FEVER. 


A tone discussion, chiefly in explana- 
tion of remarks made on the last evening, 
which we did not think it necessary then to 
report, and need not now therefore give, 
preceded the immediate subject of debate on 
the present occasion—the treatment of puer- 

fever. With the exception of Dr. 
yan, and perhaps of Mr. Callaway, the 
speakers were too exclasivély occupied in 
the construction of theories (some of which, 
from their nature, are atterly unsusceptible 
of demonstration). We subjoin an abstract 
of M. Tonnelle’s cases, and we would re- 
commend the leaders in the debate to ponder 
on these facts before they renew the dis- 
cussion. 


y Simple inflammation 
rine 





M. Tonnelle’s Cases of Puerperal Fever, 238; 
of uterus and ute- oa 
Inflammation 


veins and lymphatics 
of uterus and uterine appendages .. 110 
Inflammation and putrescence of uterus 49 


At the conclusion of some prefatory ob- 
servations, Dr. Whiting said, that another 
case illustrating his views, had occurred 
his practice since the preceding meeting, 
the particulars of which the registrar 
should read on the occasion. It 
was that of a woman, etat. 37, who, 53 
hours after delivery, was attacked with ri- 
gours, succeeded by abdominal tenderness, 
uterine swelling, and painful micturition; 
her bowels were confined ; pulse 102 ; lochia 
slightly diminished, but no feetor described, 
She was immediately bled, and a course of 
calomel and opium commenced. It is un- 
necessary to pursue the detail of the treat- 
ment, but she is at present convalescent, 
after losing altogether 42 § blood, having 
had 60 leeches applied, having taken 
30 grs. opium, 40 grs. calomel, 6 grs. 
tartar emetic, The mouth was slightly af- 
fected. 

Mr. Doubleday and Mr. Hoddart had at 
tended this case with Dr. Whiting, who 
now requested Mr. Doubleday to give the 
meeting his unbisssed opinion of its nature. 

Mr. Dovstepay admitted he should con- 
sider it a case of puerperal peritonitis, not 
of puerperal fever ; amongst other features, 
he thought that the period of the fatal ter- 
mination formed an important distinguishing 
feature between the two diseases, 

Mr, Cattiaway begged that gentlemen 
would be more precise in their terms; one 
spoke of yuerperal fever, one of puerperal 
peritonitis, and not unfrequently both were 
confounded together ; if such confusion of 
nomenclature prevailed, it was clear the 
society could come tono satisfactory under- 
standing on the subject. He would take the 
liberty of asking Mr. Doubleday if he had 
ever seen the malignant puerperal fever ter- 
minate in peritomtis; and did he think 
that the case just related would, if neglected, 
have terminated within an early period of 
time ? 

Mr, Dovntepay believed it did some- 
times terminate in peritonitis; and with 
reference to the second question, he dwelt 
on the favourable influence of the treatment 
adopted. In this case he considered it im- 
portant to notice, that the rigours took place 
53 hours after delivery; unfortunately, 
within the last ten days, be had lost a pa- 
tient in whom the rigours supervened 
within twenty hours after delivery ; in the 
present instance he thought this a favours 





be the blood ; he considered that the blood 
of the uterus was corrupted, robbed of its 
vitality, aud rendered unfit for the uses of 
the system. The disorganisations of the 
liver and lungs which are found in this dis- 
he had adopted. Although he was not fully | ease, could thus be satisfactorily accounted 
a disciple of Dr. Whiting’s, yet he consi-| for; both the malignant form and the in- 
dered there was something tangible in his | flammatory he considered could thus be ex- 
views ; but in one point he could not coin- | plained ; thus a minor degree of the depra- 
cide with them at all. He believed Dr.| vation would only affect the uterus, while 
Whiting had said, that the disease could | the greater would tavdive the entire system. 
not be knocked down by large bieedings. | There were numerous analogous examples of 
Now he (Mr. Doubleday) liad seen much of| similar agents producing in different degrees 
puerperal fever, and he had decidedly known | the most opposite conditions ; thus aloohol 
it to be cut short by venesection. In the | or opium in a small quantity excited, and 
present case he considered the calomel had in a larger narcotized the system, On this 





much to do with saving the patient. Dr. hypothesis the lochial suppression and fetid 
eer would also tend to elucidate the 


Blundell, too, at present confided in mer- 


eury as the principal remedy. He, Mr. | subject, and might be viewed as malaria, or 


Doubleday, usually prescribed it in com- noxious agents influencing the uterine blood. 
paratively large doses ; in one case he had | In support of this opinion he cited a case in 
given four grains, with one of opium, every which he had known puerperal fever to su- 
other hour. Under such treatment as this,| pervene on the suppression of a profuse 
the amendment was usually visible from | vaginal discharge, and he had seen several 
the first in favourable cases. In conclusion cases of sporadic inflammation originating 

he remarked, that be could not agree at all | apparently in the same manner. 
with Dr. Whiting in the opinion, that the | Dr. Ryan felt quite surprised, that in the 
disease might wear itself out. On the discussions on this important subject, so 
contrary he was convinced, that if the pulse much had been said of the opinions of older 
remained at 130 for twenty-four hours, | writers, while the more accurate and well- 
even the most powerful remedies would | founded views of the most recent authors 
produce but little effect in arresting its sub- | bad not been alluded to at all. This year 
sequent course. there had been published an account of 220 
Mr. Srevens ‘said, that the pathology of | cases of the malignant fever, not of peri- 
disease was so intimately connected with | tonitis, in the great majority of which it was 
its appropriate treatment, that he should be | found that the uterine veins were inflamed. 
obliged to depart a little from the regular line | In the German epidemic of 1819, this pa- 
Of the evening’s discussion. Dr. Whiting’s | thological fact had been noticed ; in the last 
opinion of the erysipelatous nature of the dis- | number of the Edinburgh Medical Journal, 
ease, he did not think at all strengthened by and in that with which he was connected, 
the present case; he (Mr. Stevens) thought | there were critical notices of the recent 
that all the opposing theories on this subject | work of M. Tounelie, in which numerous 
might be readily reconciled with each other, | examples were described of the inflamma- 
and referred to one and the same disease, | tion of the uterine veins, especially those to 
withoat subdividing it into various shapes | which the placenta had been attached, ab- 
to suit the several theories proposed. If' scesses had also formed in other parts. ‘The 
three physicians were sent to investigate in- | disease might decidedly occur before de- 
termittent fever (supposing it an unknown |livery. In the great majority of cases the 
disease), and that one saw the hot, another | lochia were fetid. Dr. Blicke had, in the 
the cold, and a third the sweating stage, | early part of the evening, mentioned this as 
each would form a different idea, yet even- | an undescribed symptom. Now, it was very 
tually a better knowledge of the subject|well kaown that Dr. Hamilton, of Edin- 
reconcile the conflicting opinions. | burgh, laid especial weight on this pointin 
Thus it was, he thought, in puerperal fe-| his lectures. Dr. Ryan briefly enumerated 
ver. In its worst forms it had been stated | the principal modes of treatment, namely, 
some that inflammation does not take | by turpentine, depletion, and calomel and 
, and this may be fairly admitted, un- | opium, and to a combination of the two last, 

it be denied that destruction of tissue | seemed to give the preference. 
may take place independently of infamma-| Dr. Waitixc begged Dr. Ryan to state 
tory action. If it would be believed that | whether he believed that common puerperal 
some noxious agent might produce these | peritonitis could continue longer than ten 

changes without inflammation, he believed | days. 

every difference might be reconciled. He . Ryan, Decidedly it could, and by 
had himself teed, peculiar views on the | merging into the chronic state, could even 
subject ; he believed the diseased agent to} continue for forty; puerperal fever and 











CHARENTON LUNATIC ASYLUM. 


puerperal peritonitis were two distinct and 

affections ; and if the continental 

writers were correct, which he (Dr. Ryan) 

believed them to be, the name of uterine 

phlebitis might be substituted for the former 
lation of this disease. 

r. Buicke said, that in one case out of 
100, he thought no treatment necessary be- 
yond warm fomentations and opiate clysters, 
aud certainly it would be rather too much. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Saturday , 30th October. 


Mr. Bacor in the Chair. 


Dr. A. Tuomson read a voluminous paper 
containing an account of the progress of a 
supposed case of hydrophobia, aud the mor- 
bid appearances found on dissection. 

Considerable doubt was expressed by some 
of the members, especially Dr. Gnawvitte, 
as to the hydrophobic character of the affec- 
tion. In this opinion he was joined by Dr. 
Barry, who considered the symptoms rather 
of the tetanic kind ; trismus and opistho- 
tonos were certainly very decidedly noticed, 
and the morbid sensibility to atmospheric 
exposure was entirely wanting. 

Some doubt was even expressed as to the 
existence of such a disease as hydrophobia, 
communicable by specific contagion; in 
reply to which reference was made to the 
propagation of the disease by inoculation, as 
proved by the experiments of Mr. Youatt. 

The treatment of hydrophobia was but 
very superficially alluded to. Dr. Barry, 
in reply to a question as to his opinion of the 
utility of epplying cupping-glasses to the 
recent wound, related some experiments 
made on pigeons poisoned by the bite of the 
viper. In one of these death took place in 
five minutes where the glasses had not been 
applied, but where they had been used, no 
bad symptoms ensued, 

Dr. Guanvitte announced his intention 
of reading a paper at the next meeting but 
one, on the political condition of midwifery 
in the metropolis. 





STATISTICAL REPORT ON THE ASYLUM AT 
CHARENTON. 


M. Esqurrot, the medical superintend- 
ant of this hospital, has lately published in 
the “ Annales d’Hygiéne Publique,” an in- 
teresting paper on the state of the lunatic 





In 1826, 1827, and 1828, during tlie 
months of June, July, and August, the pro- 
portionally largest number of insane persons 
was admitted, an observation which is con- 
firmed by the statistical reports on Aversa, 
and lunatic asylums in this country; the 
age in which insanity was observed to have 
been most frequent was between the twen- 
tieth and fortieth year, end the ratio be- 
tween male and female patients was as three 
to two. The latter proportion is opposed to 
what has been observed at the Bicétre and 
Salpetriére, where female and male lunatics 
had generally been admitted in the ratio of 
nine to five, which is, however, readily ac- 
counted for by the circumstance, that at 
Charenton insane military men are also admit- 
ted, which is not the case with the two other 
hospitals. From a comparison between the 
madhouses of the northern and those of the 
southern provinces in France, it appears that 
in the former the number of females, and in 
the latter that of male lunatics, is observed to 
predominate, but that, in general, the num- 
ber of female to that of male lunatics, is as 
fourteen to eleven. Nearly the same pro- 
portion seems to exist in Spain; the mad- 
houses of Madrid, Valencia, and Sarragossa, 
contained by a fifth more females than 
males. In the Italian madbouses, on the con- 
trary, more men are admitted than women, 
as particularly appears from the report on 
the Neapolitan hospitals, where, from 
1814 to i823, 1877 lunatics had been ad- 
mitted, of whom 1323 were men, and 554 
women. In the lunatic asylums of Holland 
the number of female is to that of male luna- 
tics, as thirty-four to twenty-nine. In Great 
Britain the proportion of the two sexes is 
nearly equal, or thirteen males to twelve 
females. In the north of Europe there are, 
on an average, three male to two female lu- 
natics, of which proportion, however, St. 
Petersburg is to be excepted, where, from 
1814 to 1821, 1024 men and 433 women 
were admitted into the madhouses. In the 
United States the number of insane males 
predominates. All these observations com- 
bined, give the ratio of male to female luna- 
tics as thirty-seven to thirty-eight. 

In conclusion, M. Esquirol remarks that 
by far the greater number of lunatics at 
Charenton during 1826, 1827, and 1828, 
consisted of unmarried persons, military 
men, merchants, tailors, and shoemakers, 
and that excesses in the use of spirituous 
liquors and in venery, had been the most 
predominant causes. Of 624 lunatics, 209 
were cured, 194 were discharged as incura- 
ble, and 221 died. The number of cures 
appears to us to be very t, but we do 
not recollect having ever heard of such an 


asylum at Charenton, and the statistics of} enormous mortality at a madhouse as that 


insanity in general. The following is a short 
extract :— 


just stated, being more than a third of the 


whole number of patients. 





PARIS.—FRACTURE.—LIGATURE.—FUNGUS. 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION AT PARIS. 


According to a royal ordinance, published 
in the Moniteur of the 5th of October, all 
vacancies at the “ Faculté de Medécine” 
are in future to be fitted up by a “* concours 
general,” the particular mode of which is to 
be decided by the ‘‘ Conseil d’Instruction 
Publique,” after a report from the existing 
professors of the faculty. It seems, how- 
ever, that the medical public at Paris has 
not much confidence in them, and several 
petitions have lately been presented to the 
minister of the interior by a large number of 
practitioners indicating what they consider 
to be the best mode of concours, in order to 
secure to the faculty such members as are 
most competent to fill the chairs. One of 
tho projects mentioned in the Lancette 
Frangoise strikes us as being peculiarly ap- 
propriate, and our readers will, no doubt, 
read the following extract with interest, 
though also with envy, as the wretched 
state of our own medical instruction leaves 
little hope of such a reform here, as has 
even already taken place in France. It is 
proposed that the candidate shall undergo 
the following trials :— 

1. A strict investigation into, and dis- 
cussion of, all works and papers he has 
published before his candidateship, as well 
as into the ‘* concours” he has gone through 
previous to the present one, the lectures he 
has given, &c. 

2. Three extempore lectures, namely, first, 
a general one on the science of which he is 
desirous of holding the professorship ; se- 
condly, one on a particular subject relative 
to the same science, both after twenty-four 
or forty-eight hours’ preparation, aad a third 
lecture similar to the second, but after one 
or two hours’ preparation only. 

3. A thesis on a subject determined by 
lot ; itis to be published in French, and sub- 
mitted to a discussion of two hours. 

4. If a clinical professorship is the object 
of the ** concours,” the candidate is, instead 
of the extempore lecture, to treat a deter- 
mined number of patients at a hospital, in 
the presence of the jury, to take notes of 
these cases which appear to him worthy of 
commemoration ; and, lastly, to givea clini- 
cal lecture on them. 





HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE, 
REMOVAL OF THE THIGH ON ACCOUNT OF 
A GUN-SHOT WOUND. 

Death during the Operation, 

A Swiss officer, who had, during the three 
days, received a ball at the upper part of the 
thigh, was admitted at the hospital; the 
thigh-bone was found to be fractured a little 
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below the trochanter, and a grent many 
pieces of bone having been extracted, a 
bandage wes applied sn order to keep the 
limb in extension ; this was however with- 
out any effect, for the lower fragment was 
soon displaced, so that the limb became 
shortened by nearly five inches, swelled 
greatly, and profuse suppuration took place 
in spite of repeated counter-openings. The 
patient had unfortunately objected to the 
removal of the limb, which ought to have 
been performed as soon as possible ; and it 
was not before hectic fever and emaciation 
had acceded, that he gave his consent to it. 
The ‘iaps baving been formed, M. Roux 
seemed to hesitate between amputation 
and exarticulation, when all at once the pa- 
tient was observed to become of deadly 
paleness, and his mouth was spasmodically 
opened ; the pulse was insensible, and he 
died in a few moments. A fatal result of 
the operation might almost with certainty 
have been anticipated from the extreme de- 
bility of the patient, but, of course, such a 
sudden death had not been apprehended.— 
Lane. Frang. 


APPLICATION OF THE LIGATURE IN EPI- 
LEPSY, ATTENDED WITH AURA EPILEP- 
TICA. 


The Decadas de Medic. y Cirurgia Pract. 
contain the case of a girl about fourteen 
years of age, who, for nearly half a year, 
had been subject to monthly epileptic fits, 
with aura epileptica ascending from the 
fourth finger of the left hand, and extending 
up the arm to the head ; the sensation of 
aura was always preceded by acute pain in 
the finger; the fits varied in violence, but 
always left the patient in a state of great 
prostration, &c. She had not yet men- 
struated, and as there wus no other cause of 
the disease, the medical attendant ascribed 
it to the non-appearance of the menses, and 
treated it accordingly, advising however, 
at the same time, the use of the ligature 
above the finger, as soon as the pain was 
felt. In this manner the fit was always 
prevented, except when the ligature was 
not applied Soon enough, or when the con- 
striction was not of sufficient strength ; the 
ligature was subsequently applied round the 
wrist, and thus never failed to act as a pro- 
phylactic up to the time when menstruation 
appeared, after which there was no recur- 
rence of the fits.—Lanc. Franc. 


MEDULLARY FUNGUS IN THE ANTERIOR 
MEDIASTINUM. 


At the sitting of the Academie de Medé- 
cine on the 14th of September, M. Mattia 
Solon communicated the following case :— 
A man, thirty-one years of age, and of a 
good constitution, had, for about two months, 














ANEURISM OF THE AORTA. 


time, ~ for i ae 
percussion was . an- 
” of the Gane Ghenas @ dull 


terior 
sound, and, at the same time, the *‘ fremisse- 
ment cataire,”’ as it is called by Laennec, 
was distinctly ived; respiration was 
perfectly audible, and the patient did not 
suffer from dyspnea; after a short time, 
however, jration became short, and 
eould not be any more over the left 
side; pain in the left shoulder and difficulty 
of swallowing also acceded, and all these 
seemed to confirm the diagnosis 
of aneurism of the aorta, which the disease 
had been declared to be. At the beginning 
of September, when M. Solon saw the pa- 
tient for the first time, the countenance was 
pale and edematous; the pulse small but 
regular ; respiration very short ; the respi- 
ratory marmur audible only on the right 
side ; the “ fremissement cataire” was no 
longer perceived ; swallowing was quite im- 
possible, and the patient was in om extreme 
state of marasmus; he died on the 11th of 
September. On examination the anterior 
mediastinum was found filled by a fungous 
about three pounds in weight, eight 
inches in length, and about six inches in its 
transverse and anterior p ior d ters ; 
it was of fatty texture, softened in a great 
many points, and its external portion similar 
to whet is called medullary fungus; the leit 
punted forcibly compressed, and the heart 
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ed aside; the pericardium was of 

thy structure, but closely adherent to 
the lateral portion of the tumour, which 
seemed to have originated from the fatty 
cellular tissue on the surface of the peri- 
cardium. The heart was one-third smaller 
than usual.— Gaz. Médicale. 





ANEURISM OF THE ASCENDING AORTA. 
By Tuomas Grass Meruvisu, A. D., 
ALR. 


J. 


Wrtitam Murrett, aged 42, a resident 
in Gibson Street, Lambeth, whilst exerting 
himself in February last in favour of a can- 
didate for the office of surgeon to the parish, 
was thrown from a coach, from which he 
experienced much uneasiness in his right 
shoulder and side. About three months 
since a small pulsating tumour made een 
pearance beneath the clavicle of the right 
side, and continued to increase, being at- 
tended with considerable dyspneaand cough 
especially in the recumbent posture. 

On the first of September he consulted 
me, when the tumour had increased to three 
anda half mches in its transverse, aud about 





the same in its perpendicular, diameter, 
the centre being between the first and second 
sto cn the Habs othe the pulsation of the 
heart, compared with that of the tumour, 
was very trifling ; his countenance wassallow, 
his breathing laborious, he passed restless 
nights; bad spat phlegm streaked with 
venous blood ; ite good ; tougue clean ; 
bowels at; pulse 72; he complained 
of his being occasionally drawn down 
towards the right side, from which incon- 
venience he was relieved when he placed 
himself in the recumbent posture. I at- 
tempted to afford him relief by administering 
small doses of the acetate and citrate of mor- 
phia, tincture of foxglove, hydrocyanic acid, 
and occasional aperients ; these means were 
beneficial for a short time, procuring for him 
tolerably tranquil nights, and relieving the 
cough and dyspnea. 


On Monday, October 1ith, the tumour 
had assumed a purplish appearance and had 
increased in its perpendicular diameter to 
five inches, and in its transverse to seven ; 
the face and ancles were swollen and ede- 
matous ; respiration very laborious; he was 
incapable of lying down, being constantly 
supported in a sitting posture ; he complain- 
ed of pricking pom in the tumour; had 
little rest by night or day, and had frequent- 
ly . coagula of dark-eoloured blood. On 
Wednesday eve, the 13th inst., the tu- 
mour burst internally, when there was at 
the same moment heard a gurgling noise, 
and the poor patient inimediately discharged 
from his mouth about a pint and a half of 
florid blood, and died in less than two minutes 
after the rupture had taken place. 


Autopsy thirty-two hours after death. 


Having made a perpendicular incision 
from the upper part of the sternum to the 
ensiform cartilage, another was made at a 
right angle to the first, over the centre of the 
tumour, extending it to the right axilla. The 
pectorales major and minor were quite 
healthy, parts of the second, third, and fourth 
ribs, were completely absorbed, and their 
extremities easily broken down with the 
fingers. On removing the sternum a large 
quantity of sero-sanguineous fluid escaped, 
and at least a pound of coagulated blood was 
found in the right pleura ; the aneurismal 
cyst, about the size of a fetal head, was 
seated under the origia of the arteria inno- 
minata, and contained a large quantity of 
lamellated coagulam ; it had burst into the 
inferior and posterior part of the middle lobe 
of the right lung, and there was a commu- 
nication with the serous cavity by a rent in 
the pleura pulmonatis. The opening into 
the cyst from the ascending aorta was about 
the size of a balfcrown; the bronchi were 
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of the natural size, flabby, and almost empty, 
the veins on its surface being distended with 
air. The valves of the aorta were perfectly 
healthy, but on the ascending and transverse 
portions of that vessel were discovered a few 
scales of ossific deposit, The stomach was 
distended with fetid gas, but quite healthy; 


the liver was of a colour, large, dense, 
and coarsely § 
Lambeth, Getober 19, 1830. 





DEATH OF MR. HUSKISSON—REJOINDER 
FROM DR, WEATHERILL. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sin,—I am sorry the letter of surgeon 
Whatton, of Manchester, published in Tue 
Lancer of last week, urporting to be 
an answer to mine of the eth ult., has dis- 
appointed me,—in one way, because it cer- 
tainly fails to fulfil the writer’s intentions ; 
in another, that he should have displayed so 
much of testy humour ; and lastly, that he 
should have so far mistaken my meaning as 
to quote passages from my former commu- 
nication merely, it would seem, to use them 
his own way, and con to what, it is 
— plain, they were originally desi 


r. 

Were I to concede to Mr. Whatton and 
his colleagues in this affair the fall benefit 
of acting according to the best practice of 
surgery, still it must be granted the position 
into which his letter has thrown him, is an 
unfortunate one ; were no other data consi- 
dered, the unmanly, the repulsive temper 
and spirit of his » count seriously 
against him ; even it might be to destroy 
his claims to honesty in the estimation of 
many. That cause is weak indeed, whose 
vindication rests upon irrelevancy and vitu- 
peration. But with Mr. Whatton’s bad 

hilosophy and worse generalship I have 
oo to do than with the subject on which 
he has exerted them. 

Mr. Whatton does not believe (I can 
pardon his scepticism) that the consistency 
and professional etiquette of the faculty 
here, would allow them to be censorious in 
this case. In this, however, he is quite 
mistaken, and if he will not take my word 
for it, the testimony of others would not 
be difficult to obtain. The charge of imbe- 
cility, if not of ignorance, was the constant 
theme o fcoaversation among the profession 
at the time; and, therefore, I feel justified 
in reiterating that portion of my former 
Jetter which speaks of the fact. 

By quotation, Mr. Whatton makes me 













, * that an ora surgeon 
+ have saved the life of Mr. Huskisson.” 
Now this was the opinion of a writer in The 
North Briton, and I caught hold of it only 
to expose its fallacy. My /amentation 
about the experience of army surgeons has 
however afforded a fine opportunity for Mr. 
Whatton (I am not at bis dexterity 
nor his — say something very 
handsome both himself and Mr. Ran- 
some. 

I am now informed that a we was 
placed upon the femoral artery. was 
this ont Why, several hours after the 
receipt of the Hh Pag or, if you please, im- 
mediately efter the medical men had made 
their first examination of its nature! But 
Mr. Whatton haa not told us whether the 


poe pgp samy was arrested by this ligature or 
not; nor has he stated ‘ee tiene which was 
suffered to transpire in the consultation 
during and after this examination, before it 
was applied ; he also has entirely forgotten to 
mention any-thing concerning a reaction in 
the system, Mr. Huskisson was able to ar- 
range his domestic matters, and appeared, 
after the first shock had over, com- 
posed sufficiently to converse for some time, 
not only rationally, but ably, with those 
about him. Was not this a time, I would 
ask, for the performance of the humane ope- 
ration of Dr.Hennen? I think it was, and 
so do others; nor has the report of the 
case by Mr. Whatton, of peninsular noto- 
riety, moved in the slightest degree the 
propriety of entertaining such a belief. 

Most monstrous to remark, the bleeding 
was allowed to continue for a period of 
three hours or more, by ‘‘ a constant drain- 
ing from the veins!” This venous drain- 
ing, however, was not all; there was a pro- 
fuse arterial hemorrhage, whose fury, I 
have good reason to believe, only abated as 
it overcame the th of its victim. 

It has been boldly asserted that amputa- 
tion would have saved the life of Mr. Hus- 
kisson; but whether this operation would 
have been followed by such success or not, 
it was no excuse for its not being done, 
when this measure held out the only hope 
of advantage; the dread of a fatal termina- 
tion sh have been no intimidation; the 
case was of the most desperate kind, and 
ad extremos morbos, extrema remedia, is a 
doctrine which has been inculcated from 
time out of mind. “ It is much better for 
@ man to live with three limbs than to die 
with four.” 

It is always the duty of a medical man to 
employ every means in his power for the 
benefit of his patient, and Mr. Whatton will 
agree with me in this; if he does not, he 
becomes a proper object of censure. The 
question then to be decided is, Was every 
human mean employed to rescue the life of 
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234 HAMPTON INQUEST.—CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr. Huskisson? I do most conscientiously, 
and most unequivocally, beg leave to say, 
there was not. 
Yours obediently, 
Taomas Wearugaity,M.D. 
Liverpool, Oct. 26, 1830. 





LETTER FROM MR. SELLS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—Your liberal impartiality in ob- 
serving the maxim of “ Audi alteram par- 
tem,” assures me that you will readily in- 
sert my short notices of two passages in 
Mr. Morson’s defence of Mr. Bowen. 

To that of *‘ Mr. Bowen and myself hav- 
ing met each other frequently,”—I have to 
deny it entirely, having never even seen 
him from the period of Mrs. Clarke's death, 
uatil after Sir A. Halliday stopped mein the 
street at Hampton, and said to. me,. I’ve 
seen Bowen, it’s all lies; he opened the 
liead, and delivered the woman.” 

To the equivocal passage of his believing 
something, and about my not coming for- 
ward at the meeting or council held at Mr. 
Jackson’s on Aug. 26th, I have to express 
my opinion that it never was intended I 
should be present, as I had no information, 
direct or indirect, of when it was to take 
place, and knew not of such meeting having 
occurred until two days afterwards. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Wixiiam Secxs. 
Kingston, Nov. 2d, 1830. 





SUMMER LECTURES ON SUROBRY. 


To the Editor of Tue Laycer. 


Sra,—In your last Number of Tus Lan- 
cr, in answer to your correspondent, ** A 
Medical Student,” I perceive that you are 
not aware that the Court of Examiners of the 
Royal College of Surgeons will receive a 
certificate of a summer course of lectures on 
surgery, duly delivered between the months 
of May and October, and including, like the 
winter course, not less than sixty lectures, 
which | am now delivering, and shall re- 
commence on the ist of June, 1831. I have 
by me a letter from the seeretary of the Col- 
lege, in answer to one from me, dated ist 
of October, stating that my summer course 


MOTIONS OF THE BEART. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 


Sir,—In reading yesterday, in Tue Lan- 
cet, your very excellent and candid review 
of Dr, Corrigan’s opinions on the motions of 
the heart, and the cause of the impulse of 
the heart on the chest, I was struck by the 
fact, that both Dr. Hope and Dr. Corrigan, 
as well as the reviewer, in speaking of the 
tendency which a flexible tube has either to 
become straightened or stil) more hent upon 
the injection of a fluid, omitted to consider 
the influence of the form of the tube—I 
mean the shape of its cavity—or, to speak 
in a different manuer, that they overlooked 
this, viz. that the injection’of a fluid into a 
tube of flexible materials would (particu- 
larly if its passage through were in some 
measure resisted) cause the sides of the tube 
to assume that position in which the cavity 
of the tube became the greatest. 

Therefore, upon the injection of a fluid 
into a tube of flexible materials (like the 
aorta), with some degree of resistance to its 
passage off at the other end, the tube would 
become either more straightened or bent 
than it was before the injection, according 
to the position of the tube when partially 
empty or flaccid, in relation to its position 
when dig#tended to the utmost. 

If you think these observations worth in-~ 
sertion, will you favour me by giving them 
a place in your Journal, 
I remain yours, 
H. P, L, Daew. 
Thursday, October 7, 1830. 
79, Gower Street. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The whole of the letiers requiring answers 
will be noticed in our next. The Index to 
the last volume will also be published with 
our succeeding Number. 
4 Married Medical Assistant, He cannot 
dispense his own medicines without being lia- 
ble to the penalties in question, although he 
may not style himself ** Apothecary.” Nei- 
ther will a court of law assist him to reco- 
ver debts for medicines and attendance. 
The letter of Hiatus must be authenti- 
cated. 
The letter of H. F., Bristol, was mislaid, 
and we presume that an answer to it would 
not now be desired. 
We have not addressed a letter to our 
correspondent H. R., of Leominster, be- 
cause we cannot yet give him all the in- 





will be received. 
lam, Sir, yours obediently, 


17, Tavistock Square, Noy. ist, 1830. 


J. Evans Riapore. | 





formation he desires; but whenever the 
arrangements are complete, ample opporta- 
nities of becoming acquainted with them 
will be afforded in this Jourgal. 











